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those eligible to be exempted would be
exempted. He did not see how we could
meet thle desire of the member for
Kanowita without exempting all half-
castes.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 64, 65, 66-agreed to.
Postponed Clause 25-Penalty for

breach of agreement by aboriginal:
Tn EMINISTER moved -
That in line 11 all the words after 'Act"

be struck out.

MR. HUDSON: That would leave it
olptional with the mag-istrate but it still
left the principle of imprisonment for a
breach of a civil contract.

THE PREMIER: What did the meum.
ber Suggest?

AIR. WALKER: The omission of the
the clause.

Amendment passed; the clause as
amended agreed to.

Postponed Clause 26 -- Penalty for
brach of agreement by employer:

THE MINISTER FOR COMMERCE
AND LABOUR moved-

That in line 16 al1 the words after " Act"
be struck out.

Amendmnent passed; the clause as
amended agreed to.

New Clause:
Tax 31INISTER moved that the

following be inserted as Clause .5:
The Colonial Treasurer shall in every year

place at the disposal of the department out of
the Consolidated Revenue Fund a sum of
£210,000 and such further moneys as may be
provided by Parliament to be applied to the
purposes of the department. If in any year
the whole of the said annual sum is not
expended the unexpended balance shall be re-
tainted by the department and expended in
the performance of the duties thereof in any
subsequent year.

Mu. HUDSON: Was the £210,000 in
addition to tbe £8,000 appearing on the
Estimates?

TnnF PREMIER: Provision was made
for the remainder of the financial year.

MR. HUDSON: With the wide scope
of the measure, sufficient money was not
provided to carry out the intentions of
the Bill.

THEi MINISTER: In 1892 a sum of
X6,000 odd was spent in this department
and the amount had gradually increased
until this Year £14,000 was spent. In
1903, £11,000 was spent : in 1904,

£12,995. Members would see that the
department was well looked after.

Question passed, the clause inserted.
Schedules, Preamble, Title-agreed

to.
Bill reported with amendments.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 9-45 o'clock,

until the next Monday afternoon.

Monday, 18th December, 1905.
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THE SPEAKER took the Chair at

2-30 o'clock p.m.

PRAYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the PREMIER: Copies of Orders in

Council, issued under Section 35 of " The
Audit Act, 1904."

QUESTION-FEDERAL INFORMATION.
PASSENGERS BY GERMAN STEAMER,

NATIONALITIES.

THE PREMIER: I desire to state that
I have an answer to the question asked
by the member for Kanowna (Mr.
Walker) on Friday, 1st instant. It is
as follows :-Jn connection with the
questions asked by the hon. member for
Kanowina on the 1st inst., I have, in
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accordance with the promise then made,
obtained answers from the Federal
Governjment, which are as under:,
British, 19; Italian, 29: Russian, .3;
Swiss, 2; Scandinavian, 1. 2, Yes. Three
(3) pounds and upwards. 3, No test
applied. 4, Yes. All, including 14 Miners,
one each merchant, carpenter, farmer,
gardener, gamekeeper, cook, labourer;
nine females, and five children under 18
years. 5, Yes. 1 Russian, 4 British, 1
Italian.

QUESTION-RAILWAY EXCURSION
FARES, GOLDFIELDS AND COAST.

MR. KEENAN asked the Minister for
Railways: ;, Is he aware that the fares
charged for excursions extending over
one month between Fremantle and Albany
are one-half the amount charged for the
like privileges between Kalgoorlie and
Fremantle ? z, Is he aware that the
distance is practically the same in both
instances P 3, Tn view of the greater
necessity at this time of the year for
affording facilities to people residing on
the goldields to visit the sea-side rather
than to afford facilities to people already
on the sea-coast to visit another part of
the sea-coast, is the Minister prepared to
recommend the Commissioner of Rail-
ways to reduce the fare from Kalgoorlie
to Fremantle on three days in each week
to the same figure as that charged on
every day of the week between Freniantle
and Albany under excursion rates?

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: i, Yes. 2, Yes. 3, The cheap
excursions of three months' currency are
as follows :-Kalgoorlie to Fremantle,
387 miles, 60s. first, 40s. second; Fre-
mantle to Albany, 352 miles, 57s. 6d.
first, 36s. second. Special cheap excur-
sions of six weeks' currency are as
follows: :-Fremantle to Albany, 352
miles, 30s. first, 20s. second; Kalgoorlie
to Albany, 595 miles, 50s. first, 40s.
second. No special excursions have
been arranged from Kalgoorlie to Fre-
mantle, but the matter will receive
immediate consideration. I will advise
the hon. member as soon as I can see
what arrangements can be made.

QUESTION-COLLIE COAL CONTRACTS.
MR. EWING asked the Minister for

Railways: i, Have the contracts for the

supply of native coal to the Government.
railwaiys for ihe next three years keen
decidedP 2, If so, what are the details
of these contracts ?

Tns MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied: I have not had my replias
framed exactly as they were asked, but I
think the *y will give the information.
Titev are as follow :-Statement re Collie
Coal. Prior to September last coal was
being purchased from the four companies
mining at Collie at 9s. per ton, the Pro-
prietary Company supplying 50 per cent.
of the order, Cardiff 20 per cent., Co-
operative 15 per cent., and the Scottish
15 per cent. Tenders were called in Sep-
tember for the whole supply required by
the Railway Department, and the tender
of the Proprietary was accepted at 8s. 2d_.
per ton for three years, conditionally upon
the company entering into an industrial
agreement with Lhe workmen for the.
term of their contract. The company
failed to complete the industrial agree-
ment and the contract lapsed. In dealing
with this question the Government first
took into consideration, Were they justi-
fied in paying a. higher price for Collie
coal than its equitable value compared
with Newcastle coal at l5s. 4dP We con-
sidered that if these collieries were
closed down, it would result in a serious
injury to the State. In the first, place,
the ,railways would always have to look
over seas for their supplies, and in the
event of strikes, war, or other serious
eventualities, the whole of the working of
our railway system might be imperilled;
moreover, we had built many miles of
railways to facilitate the trade of these
collieries; large sums have been expended
in development ; and a large number of
people were entirely dependent upon the
industry. Further, recent trials are prov-

igthe value of the Collie coal as a first-
class material for the making of producer
gas, with the probability of considerably
reducing the cost of motive power. Taking
these questions into consideration, and
fortified by the report Lf Dr. Jack,
we felt justified in doing our ut.-
most to stimulate the industry. The
second consideration was, Should the
whole of our supplies be taken from one
company ? To do so meant cheaper
costs, but our po[icy in the past has been
to prevent monopolies, and we felt that
we were not justified in giving effect to
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the policy of my predecessor by giving
the whole of the contract to one com-
pany. Had we done so the other col-
lieries must be abandoned, as the private
trade is not such as would keep any of
the collieries working, and at the expira-
tion of the contract we would have been
entirely in the hands of one company.
We have decided to distribute the re-
quired supply among the various com-
panies. The Government have determined
to enter into contracts with the four
collieries for a supply for three years
starting from September 1st, the Railway
Department to use 70 per cent, of Collie
coal during the period from November
15th to February 15th, and 80 per cent.
during the balance of the year, except
from Geraldton to Nannine, where New-
castle coal only would be used. The
maximum price to be paid for Collie coal
to be 8s. 9d. per ton, subject to reduc-
tions according to calorific value. We
have not yet finally decided upon the
equitable value of Collie coal in con'-
parison with Newcastle coal, but when
that is determined, a direct payment will
be made by the Treasury to the Railwa~y
Department, so that members may be
able to judge what the assistance to
Collie coal is costing the State. The
orders to the various collieries will be
apportioned as follows :-Collie Pro-
prietary, 46 per cent. ; Scottish, Co-
operative, and Cardiff, .55 per cent.,
equally divided. Royalties will he re-
mitted for five years, with a view of
assisting the companies to build up a

pri vate trade. As this coal is proved to
be very useful1 for stationary engines, it
is hoped that far greater use of it will be
made by our local industries. The
greater proportion of the order is given
to the Proprietary at the special request
of the Railway Department.

NOTICES, WHEN TO BE GrVEN.

Ma. DIAMOND gave certain notices,
after the business had begun.

MR. SPEAKER had alreadyv intimated
the necessity of giving notices of ques-
tions at thie proper time, that being
before the business of the day was pro-
ceeded with. He said then that he would
allow notice to he given on that occasion.
He hardly liked to go beyond that. He
must insist in the future that unless

notice had been given before the agenda
paper was proceeded with, it should not
be given at that sitting.

STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION.
THE PREMIER (Hon. 0. H. Eason)

moved:
That for the remainder of the session the

Standing Orders be suspended so far as to
enable Bills to be passed through all stages in
one day, and Messages from the Legislative
Council to be taken into consideration on the
day on which they are received; also so far as
to admit of the reporting and adopting of the
resolutions of the Committees of Supply and
of Ways and Means on the same day on which
they shall have passed those committees.
This motion was the usual one when the
conclusion of the session was apparently
in sight. Its sole object was that the
business might be expedited. In regard
to the probable closing of the session he
thought it would be preferable to make
the statement he had to make in that
respect when he moved the next motion
appearing on the Notice Paper.

MR. T. It. BATH (Brown Hill) : The
Premier had stated this was the usual
motion moved at this time of the year i n
order to expedite business. If one were
to adopt the usual course of the Leader
of the Opposition, he did not think he
need go much farther than the hon.
gentleman's utterances when filling that.
position in opposition to motions of
this kind. Without speaking at any
great length, he desired to say that he
himself had always regarded the sus-
pension of the Standing Orders at the
conclusion of the session as a course
which we should try to avoid in the
future. After all, the Standing Orders
were those which after a considerable
amount of discussion and thoug-ht had
been adopted as a guidance and basis for
the conduct of this House, and the only
provision made for the suspension of the
Standing Orders was in the case of urgent
necessity. If desired, a course could be
adopted to facilitate business during the
early part of the year, and the necessity
for the annual suspension of the Stand-
ing Order'savoided. This suspension, be
hoped, would in future be unnecessary.

MRs. J. B. HOLMAN (Murchison)
protested against suspending the Stand-
ing Orders. In several previous sessions
this motion was opposed. Were the
business on the Notice Paper unitn-
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portant, had any impor-tant business been
transacted, or had we been given an
opportunity of discussing the Estimates,
there would be no objection to the
motion. But there were on the Notice
Paper about 25 Orders of the Day and
several Notices of Motion. Besides, there
were important. Bills to be dealt with-
the Statutes Compilation, Totalisator
Duty, Fire Brigades, Racecourste Licens-
ing, and State Trading Accounts Bills.
What was to be gained by rushing
through the businessle During last
session the Minister for Mines said he
would have liked to bring in a Mines
Regulation Bill and legislation to deal
with the Deep Levels and other scandals.
Those measures were already in print.
Had the Minister been such a tiger for
work this session as he was last session,
much improvement would have been
made in mines legislation and companies
legislation. When before his electors
the Minister was very fond of promising
improvements; but now that he had
power to effect improvements he did
nothing. Ministers, with their majority,
would prevent the full discussion of any
subject. When this session opened the
Premier informed us he was anxious to
proceed with work, and asked members
to sit an extra. day. We sat on the
23rd November for 3 hours 25 minutes;i
on the 28th, I hour 55 minutes; on the
29th, a little over an hour; on the 30th,
7 hours; on the I1st December, 8 hours 10
minutes; 5th, 2 hours; 6th, 6 hours;
8th, 4 hours; 12th, 2 hours 10 minutes;,
13th, 7 hours; 14th, about 7 hours. On
last Thursday till the following morning
we sat for 17 hours. The 13 sitting, days
this session totalled 68 hours 45 minutes
work. We were asked to carry through
the whole remaininer business in six sit-
ting days this week, thus sitting three
extra days. Had business been far
advanced and proper progress made, no
one would object. But why rush through
business ? To allow Ministers to get into
recess. We were informed that the
country required administration. Ile
hoped the administration would not be
similar to that evidenced by the Estimates.
The back country, which needed assist-
anuce, was absolutely starved and robbed
to spoonfeed much older centres that.
should not require spoonfeeding. We
were told that the Estimates as bro-ught

in were practically the same as those of'
the preceding Government It was a.
disgrace to any Government to introduce.
such Estimates. Before proroguing, we.
should deal with other matters also.
Everyone in Perth knew bow disgraceful
was the quality of the water supplied;
and the House should not prorogue till
that was remedied, for the water was a
menace to the public health. Stored
away in the corners of this building hie.
saw 20 stretchers. Did the Premier-
wish to go into recess in order to
turn the Chamber into a doss-house?
When the Labour Government were
deriving revenute from a cottage near the
Houses of Parliamen t, a great outc ry was
heard. Did the Premier, before bringing
stretchers into the Chamber, receive the
permisson of the House Committee?
When a Government resorted to such
measures, the time had arrived for a
change. Ministers said they wished
Parliament prorogued in order that they
might ad minister the departments. Row
had the Electoral Act been admiinis-
teredP Some scores if not hundreds
of breaches of that Act were com-
mitted during the general elections.
What about Mines Department adminis-
tration ? During the past few months
the administration of the Factories Ac(t
had not been such as any Government
should be proud of. There must be-
either retrenchment in the railway service
or considerable work charged to loan that
had previously been charged to revenue.
However, it had been definitely arrange-I
to endeavour to prorogue next Saturday.
Though be did not wish to sit through
the hot weather, still rather than see the,
country's business suffer, as he believed
it would, he would be inclined to remain
here until Easter. He hoped that next
session we should be given an oppor-
tunity of dealing properly with the
business.

Question put and passed; the Standing
Orders suspended.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES.
TO REINSTATE AFTER cOUNT-OUT.

THs PREMI ER AND TREASURER
(Hon. C. H. Rason) moved :

That the Committee of Supply on the
Estimates 1905-6 be resumed at the point
where it was interrupted by the count-out of
the House on Friday, 15th December.

[ASSEMBLYJ Annual Estimates.
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He said: The unfortunate circumstances
leading up to that count-out of the
House-indeed the whole of the circum-
stances connected with the sitting-I for
one deeply regret. I do not think there
is any cause for satisfaction to either side
with respect to that unfortunate meeting.
I for one amn prepared to admit, and I
have no doubt the Opposition will admit
also, that neither side lpossesses a
monopoly of all the virtues; and I do
not wish to have attributed to me a
monopoly of all the vices. I an content
to believe that though we may have differ-
ences of political opinion, members on that
side of the House as well as on this have
an honest desire to do their duty to their
country. Some of us may have puculiar
methods of doing it; still, I believe the
desire exists. Since that unfortunate
circumstance, I am glad to be able to
announce that the Leader Of thle Opposi-
tion and 1, in consultation, have con-
cluded that it is possible to get through
the business of this session in time to
prorogue on Saturday next. In this
matter the hon. maember (Mr. Bath)
has, been very fair indeed, and for his
fairness I wish to give him due credit.
He requests that if we get through tile
business early, then the House shall meet
earlier in the next year than it has met in
years past. I am very ready indeed to
fall in with that suggestion:; and I agree,
on behalf of my colleagues and this side
of the House, that Parliament shall be
called together for the conduct of business
not later than the last week in May. If
we adopt this course, as we intend, I
think it will be easily possible for the
Government to come down to the House
with most of its proposed legislation
ready ; there will then be ample time for
consideration of all the legislation which
the Government may introduce, following
up, as soon as possible after the close of
the financial year, with the Estimates.
Then at least there will be ample timefor
that discussion which some hon. members
hold so dear. Let me plead this in
extenuation of the sins of this Govern-
ment with regard to the work of the pre-
sent session. We met the House in
Auguist. Very soon there was a dis-
solution. There were general elections;
returns not in till the end of October,
some of them not in till November. Ever
since the beginning of August the

departmental work has been drifting. Of
that there can be no doubt. My belief
is that the sooner there can be some
administrative work, the better it will be
for the country. The Leader of the

IOpposition, in agreeing with me that the
work of the session shall be brought to a.

Iclose as early as I have indicated, is not
only acting fairly and generously, but,
if he will allow me to say so, is
also acting in that manner best cal-
culated to do good to his own party ;
because I would like to point out that if
we are kept working, here we have a very
good excuse to offer to the public should
there not be good administration; but if

-we alre allowed to go ba:,k to our offices.
and we do not give good administration
to the country, there is no excuse for us.
We do not want any excuse. We merely
desire an oppcrtunity. I do not wish to.
prolong my remarks on this matter. I
honestly believe that the decision arrived
at with the help of my friend is the best
possible for each party in this House;

and I am sure it is the best possible in
the interests of this country.

MR. T. H1. BATH! (Brown Hill):
IWhatever may have been the opinions
of members in regard to the proceedings

Iof last week-and I may say that per-
haps the opinions of hon. members on
this side will differ from the opinions of
hon. members opposite-we will all agree
that the outcome of the conference
between the Premier and myself is one
that will be an advantage not onl 'y to

Imembers of Parliament on either side
but also to the country. In the first place,
I think that it is an advantage that our
parliamentary discussions and business
should take place during the cooler
months of the year, when the surround-
ings are such that we are able to give
the greatest amount of mental effort to
the discussions. Also it will mean that
the discussion on the financial proposals
will take place at a date when the
financial year is young, instead of as now
when the greater portion of the year has

Iexpired and when a great portion of the
expenditure has taken place. I am glad

Ito say that the conference was of a cordial
nature. There was a desire on both sides
that, while some equitable arrangement
should be made, there should be no
attempt to burk discussion oin any pro-
posals. I may say, on behalf of every
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member on the Opposition side of the
House, that we are prepared to endure
any little discomfort or inconvenience
that may he occasioned by our having to
sit at perhaps greater length than would
otherwise be the case, in order that the
proposals may be got through and with
reasonable discussion. With regard to
the proposal to meet in May next, it will
be a great advantage to the State
generally. It was a proposal I was glad
to put forward, and I am very glad that
-the Premier saw his way to support it.

Question put and passed.

BILLS (5)-THIRD READING.
Land Act Amendment, transmitted to

the Legislative Council.
Stamp Act Amendment, transmitted to

the Legislative Council.
Public Education Amendment, passed.
Electric Lighting Act Amendment,

passed.
Aborigines, returned to the Legislative

,Council with amendments.

BILL-AGRICULTURAL BANK ACT
AMENDMENT.

SECOND READING.

Message from the Governor received
And read, recommending appropriation
for the purposes of the Bill.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
-N. J. Moore), in moving the second
reading, said: The sole object of this
Bill is to increase the capital of the
Agricultural Bank. At the present time
the authorised capital is e2500,000, while
loans to the extent of PA463,700 have been
approved, less cancellations of £24,619,
leaving a balance available of £60,919.
At present there are applications at
the Agricultural Bank totalling in all
£25,000, leaving a balance of only
£85,919 available for farther appli-
-cations. The amount applied for during
the first five months of the present
financial year has been £61,600, and if
the present rate of application is main-
tained, the authorisations will only carry'
us over a little over three months. Mem-
bers may have read the report of the
manager of the institution, which was
laid on the table the other day. It is
gratifying to notice the great progress in
the bank's operations. The total amount
of loans approved to the 30th June last

was £113,525, of which the sum of
£297,600 has been paid to borrowers in
progress payments, And the sum of
£49,792 has been advanced to settlers to
aid them in paying off liabilities in the
purchase of stock, plant, and fertilisers.
Last year was a record for the bauk.
The applications totalled 971, or an
increase of 94 on the previous year's
figures. The aggregate amount applied
for was £140,275, and the applications
approved during the same period repre-
sented a sum of X2102,875. Despite the
very easy terms on which the money has
been advanced, the manager was able to
show a profit of £2,409 in connection
with last year's transactions, and the sum
now at the Treasury to meet any possi-
File loss is £5,483 18s. 8d. This I's a most
gratifying state of affairs, I think. Con-
sidering the enormous influence the bank
is exercising in connection with land
development, the State is very fortunate
in having, as the manager of the hank, a
gentleman who has such a thborough
knowledge of agricultural interests in
Western Australia. I feel sure that the
manner in which he has conducted the
operations of the bank to date is a, guar-
antee that this authorisation we are now
asking for will be utilised to the best
advantage of the State. I have much
pleasure in moving the second reading of
the Bill. -

Question passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

HILL-FERTILISERS AND FEEDING-
STUFFS ACT AMENDMENT.

SECOND READING.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
N. J. Moore), in moving the second
reading, said: This little Bill has had
rather a chequered career. Having been
introduced by the late Government in the
Upper House, when the Bon. J. M.
Drew was Minister for Agriculture, when
the change of Government came about
it was introduced by the Premier in this
House and passed its second reading.
Now it has again been sent down to us
from the other place. It is proposed by
this Bill to amend the present Act, which
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was passed last year, and which was prac-
tically a copy of the FEertilisers Act in
force in South Australia. It has since
been found in both States that certain
amendments have been rendered necessary,
and it is with a view of giving effect to
the amendments that this measure is
introduced. It is purely of a technical
nature, and I do not know that it is
necessary to go into all the details. I
would like to say that the principal
reason for introducing the Bill is to

clearly define some of the definitions of
the Original Act 1904. The definition
of " citrate soluble phosphate" is altered
to "citrate soluble phosphoric acid";
which means phosphoric acid contained
in compounds soluble in citrate of
ammonia. The definition of "dealer"
in the second clause is altered to read
" dealer means any person who carries on
business as a manufacturer, importer,
vendor, or dealer in any fertiliser, or
food for cattle, for purposes of trade,
and whether such person carries on
any other business or trade or not."
Then the definition of " fertiliser " has
been altered. In the original Act the
term " crude material " has been struck
out. It was considered that under the
term '-crude material" guano and bone-
dust might be exempted front the opera-
tion of the Act; and it was necessary
that these should be analysed. Instead
of "crude material" we propose to add,
" or such other material as the Governor
may, by proclamation in the Governmnent
Gazette, except." The other alteration
-efers to "water soluble phosphate,"
which has been altered to " water soluble
phosphoric acid," meaning phosphoric
acid contained in compounds soluble in
water. As hon. members recognise, in
plant life there are three essential
elements requisite, nitrogen, potash and
phosphoric acid ; but under the term
-phosphate " there is nothing definite

in regard to the percentage of phos-
phoric acid contained in the phosphate
-there is nothing to say whether it
contains 40 or 60 per cent, of phosphoric
acid ;and as phosphoric acid is a
necessary element required in plant life,
by making the alteration it will put the
farmer on a much better standing than
he is at present, so that when a man
gets his analyses he will know exactly
what it means. The alteration of the

definition of the word "dealer" has
been necessary. The Hill renders it
unlawful for a dealer to have in his
possession fertiliser-s over a requisite
standard, and relieves the inspector from
proving that the fertiliser has been sold.
Previously, it had to be proved that a.
sale had taken place before a conviction.
could be sustained. The mere fact of'
the dealer having this adulterated article
in his possession is sufficient to procure
a conviction. The amendment was neces-
sary in South Australia, and we have
adopted it here at the request of the
Government Analyst and the Director of
Agriculture.

MR. T. H. BATH (Brown Hill) : r
agree with the Minister for Lands that
this is a Bill greatly needed for the plant
life in Western Australia. In the past,
owing to the lack of definiteness in the
definition of various fertilisers, the plant
life of Western Australia has been.
deprived (of a large proportion of its due.
As Minister for Lands, it was my duty,
owing to the presence of the Minister for
Agriculture in another place, to introduce
this Bill here, and with the assistance of
a scientific dictionary I gave some study
to the clauses of the measure. Unfor-
tunately owing to having to relinquish
my official position, I was not able to
carry the Bill through. This amendment
has been found necessary as far as the
South Australian Act was concerned;
therefore I can commend it to the sup-.
port of members of this House.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Bill passed through Oomnmittee with-
out debate, reported without amendment,
and the report adopted.

BILL-PERMANENT RESERVES
REDEDICATION (No. 2).

SECOND READING.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Ron.
N. J. Moore): This measure has been
rendered necessary before any land can
be diverted from the purposes for which
it is set apart under Reserve A. Clause 1
provides:

All that portion of permanent reserve 3421
(Perth High School), bounded by lines
extending respectively 1100 59' 12 chains

I55 links and 200* 59' 7.5 links from a point
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.situate. 200P 50' 75 links from the west corner
of Ferth Town Lot 1130, the opposite bound-
aries being parallel and equal, is hereby
,excluded from the said reserve and dedicated
to the purpose of widening Wilson Street.
Wilson Street is that street immediately
opposite the Council entrance to Parlia-
ment House; and the Perth City' Council
approved of the closure of Ord Street
provided the Government introduce a
Bill to allow Wilson Street to be made
150 links wide instead of 75 links as at
present. If it had been thought advis-
.able to carry Ord street through, it
would have needed a cutting of 40 feet.
Wilson Street is to be widened to a width
of one and a-half chains instead of three-
quartersof achain as at present. Theother
clause refers to a reserve in North Fre-
mantle known as North Fremantle Town
Lot 229, containing 3 roods and 22
perchies or thereabouts. It is proposed
to give that to the North Fremnantle
Council. They have no laud set apart
for municipal purposes, and have applied
for this small area, as the only site in the
town' suitable for the purpose to which it
is to he applied; and I feel sure the
House will approve of the area being
dedicated for municipal purposes in North
Freman tle.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1905-6.
IN COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

General discussion resumed, after
all-night sitting and the count-out
the previous Thursday.

the
on

MR. ILLINGWORTH in the Chair.

Vote-His Excellency the Governor,
£1,498:

?JR. J. SCADDAN (Ivanhoe) : I have
said just about all I desire to say on the
general discussion; but I reserve to myself
the right of discussing the items when we
come to them, and I shall take every
opportunity of discussing thenm freely.

MR. N. J. KEENAN (Kalgoorlie) : I
.desire to make some general observations
,on the Estimates, and I take the oppor-

tunit,y of stating that as far as I am
personally concerned I view the privileges
and rights of the Opposition with the
greatest possible respect, and the obser-
vations which the Leader of the Opposi-
tion felt bound to make on members on
the Government side of the House not
being lprepai ed to acknowledge those rights
and privileges I consider in the cir-
cumstances are quite undeserved. Up
to a certain point I was quite pre-
pared to pass my personal vote in favour
of farther time being allowed to consider
the Estimates ; but in view of the fact
of the happy ending that has been arrived
at on terms agreeable to themselves,
between the Leader of the Opposition and
the Leader of the House, I do not think
that it is necessary to refer to the matter
even shortly. But I would like to say
that it becamne perfectly impossible for
any person, however he sympathised with
the rights and privileges of the Opposi-
tion, to any longer vote with that side of
the House when the declared object of the
proceedings was not discussion but
obstruction. [MR. BOLTON: Not de-
clared.] The declared object was
apparent, in that members spoke not so
much with a view of 'criticism as of
wasting time. It is perfectly in accord
with their frame of mind to accuse me
nOw oIf wasting time. As regards the
Estimates, the most important fact is
one which will I hope, before the Esti-
mates are disposed of, be dealt with in a
somewhat more concise manner; that is,
the meeting of a deficiency next June
of £132,000. If I were asked the
position, I could not possibly say what
means the Premier suggests for meeting
this deficit. It is perfectly true it is
hinted that there will be better depart-
mental work done than in the past; but
assuming that it is so, assuming that
the departments are managed in the
most exemplary manner, can the Pre-
mier give the House any assurance
that next June there will not be a serious
deficitP If we have to finish the
financial year, even in the most favour-
able circumstances, with a deficit, surely
we hare come to a critical stage in our
financial history when we can calmly
accept that position, when we are going,
as far as the State is concerned, to expend
more money than the State is going to
receive, and to do it with our eyes open,
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without proposing to ask the country to
realise. the position, but simply to hope
for the best. I should have preferred
myself to have beard proposals made
either for a drastic reduction of our
expenditure, or if that expenditure is
absolutely necessary, for some means of
raising revenue in order that we maty be
able to pa~y the bill. As regards retrench-
merit of expenditure, an examination of
the Estimates does not seem to make one
very hopeful; because I perceive that in
the Colonial Secretar~y's office a new staff
has been created for audit purposes.
When that itemi comes under discussion
I should- like to know why it is necessary
in the Colonial Secretary's office to have
this branch. It must be 'remembered, in
regard to the creation of these offices,
that although they are very easily made,
although there is no difficulty about
adding to the staff, under our Pablic
Service Act it is impossible to get rid of
them. Although it is very objectionable
that we should vote large sums for build-
ings or any' thing of that nature, we have
this consolation, that they occur once
and only once; whereas th~ese additions
of officers become permanent additions.
The parties who are taken into the service
acquire vested rights, and I should par-
ticularly like to know why, in relation to
the accountancy work of the Colonial
Secretary's office, which hitherto seems to
have been done by the accountant from
sonic other office, we are this year asked
to create new offices running inito an ex-
penditureof £1,530. [Tan TREAsURER:
They are not new appointments.] There is
no indication given to show that there
is any transfer. Possibly there is, but on
the face of the E~stimates there is no in-
dication whatever that such is the case.
Another question I would direct atten-
tion to, in view of our straitened
finances, is this: are we justified in
keeping the Observatory on the top of
the hill going? This is an item which
costs £8,613. The work done by that
Observatory' no doubt could be justified
if we were in flourishing circumstances.
It is a work which is really mostly of
lbenefit to people living outside of
Western Australia, to the Imperial
authorities and different places in
Europe which receive communications in
regard to disturbances that take place
here-not in the House but in the atino-

sphere-and astronomical observations of
gentlemen who are described on the
Estimates as observers. I notice that
the salaries of observers vary from £:250
a year to £12. No doubt this may lie a
luxury we could indulge in with a great
deal of self-satisfaction, if our finances
were flourishing; but in our present
position, when we are absolutely taking
every means to scrape pennies together,
I altogether object to the expenditure of
that sum in a work of that kind. I think
it might very well be used for the pur-
pose of a university, or at any rate
dedicated] to the use of a university when
our fin-ances admit of such a, project. I
notice in the Colonial Secretary's office
the vote for the Zoological Gardens in
South Perth. I have no objection to a.
congregation of wild animals, if they are
kept secure, but I object to a large sumn
beingy voted for this purpose when the
pruning knife is applied, and perhaps.
justly applied under our straitened
circumstances. to what are absolutely
needs of the country, and particularly I
object to providing £500 which we are
asked to vote for&a new snake-hliu se. In the
Estimates is an amount of £28 to be
spent on the court-house at Kalgoorlie,
to which reference has been made time
after time. Surely if snakes are worth
£500, more than £28 is due to the public
on the goldields to meet the require-
ments of justice administered by His
Majesty's Judges. [Mn. BATH: Some
people say they would rather have snakes
than law.] I shall ask the Minister why
it is necessary, if this zoological garden
is the success we hear on all hands, to
bolster it up to such an extent as appears
in these Estimates; and, fartheruore, why
has the pruning knife not been used
with much greater effect in regard to
things of this character? 1 do not wish
to discuss the Estimates at, length,
because I presume the items will be open
to discussion afterwards; but I would
like to say that a, general scrutiny of the
Estimates suggests that there has beeu
an increase here, there, and everywhere,
sometimes a small amount, sometimes a
largyer amount, in the salaries of the
higher officers; and if we are going to
have a period of rigid economy, it is no
good entering upon it without being
determined, however objectionable it miay-
be, to keep down the expenses of the
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superior staffs in regard to all public
aervants. If thq Treasurer approaches
this subject only with a half-hearted
resolution to cut down expenditure, it is
absolutely certain no result will be
achieved. He must be prepared to incur
an amount of opprobrium if necessary in
bringing, about these reductions, and
must steel his heart against giving in-
creases here and there to public servants
at such a time as the present. I have no
farther observation to make except to say
that owing to the shortness of the session,
and the large amount of time used some-
what unnecessarily, we shall be obliged, I
,am afraid, to run through these Estimates
at such a rapid pace that a number of very
-objectionable votes will probably be
passed. I hope that when members
,come back from a general criticism of
the Estimates they will enable me and
-others to discuss the items without waste
of time.

MaE. A. J. WILSON (Forrest): I have
no desire to allow the Estimates to
go by without making some general
comments in regard. to the present dis-
,cussion. First of all I want to say I
think the proposed estimates of revenue
have been somewhat recklessly compiled;
and as an illustration of that statement I
desire to direct the attention of the House
to the fact that the Colonial Treasurer
anticipates receiving from the dividend
tax no less a sum than £135,000. or an
actual increase on last year's figures of
£211,267. He may have most excellent
grounds for coming to that conclusion,
but I cannot lose sight of the fact that in
the year ending 30th June, 1902-3. the
receipts from this source were £2127,607,
whilst in the following year they fell off
by £2,500, or down to £125,000, and
last year they fell again another £1,300.
From these figures. taken in conjunction
with certain statements that have been
made hr mining magnates and authori-
ties recently in regard to our gold-mining
prospects, one would be justified in coming
to the conclusion that when the Colonial
Treasurer expects to receive £11,267
more from dividend duties during the
ensuing year, it is scarcely in keeping
with what have been the indications in
the last two or three years. If we take
another matter upon which the Estimates
seem to be somewhat recklessly based,
the prospect of the decease of a con-

siderable number of people who will leave
to their relatives a considerable quantity
of money, it is suggested that there
will be an increase in the probate duties
during the current financial year of no
less a sum than £210,000 as compared
with last year. Of course I quite recog.
Disc there is nothing more certain than
d eath.- The only uncertain portion
about it is as to how much money the
p~ersons will leave. There must be a
certain amount of latitude allowed to
the hou. member cowmpiling the estimate
of what money will be left behind, and
what will be the probate. [Tunf TREA-
SURER: Already we have £9,000 of it.]
If the hon. member has really £9,000 of
it, the position is somewhat altered.
There is another very important matter
I may refer to, and which I know the
Colonial Treasurer, when Leader of the
Opposition, drew very pointed attention
to on the occasion of the previous
Budget; that being the means by which
the contributions of the public to the
public revenue were considerably arid
unduly inflated. I observe there is a
Bill before the Hlouse to deal with this
matter; but if it be right to place, for
instance, the Coolgardie Water Supply
on a basis which does not show an undue
inflation in connection with the financial
position, if it be right to do the same in
regard to the Frenmantle Water Works;
and if it be proposed to do the same in
relation to) the State Battery and Smelt-
ing Works, why cannot the Govern-
ment be ready to do the same in regard
to the revenue received from the
Lands Department, stnd also that re-
ceived from the Railway Department,
so that we may have our finances placed
upon a basis which will in no way deceive
th e general public as to the contributions
being made to the revenue of the State?
There is a common belief that the people
are taxed to the extent of £214 or £15 per
head per annum. This is a most prepos-
terous delusion, because the amount is
approximuately less than £5 per head.
No one can say that if a person buys a
railway ticket for a journey from Perth
to Kalgoorlie, and pays for it £2 or £3,
he is taxed for the privilege of riding to
Kalgoorlie, any more than the Tlreasurer
could say, if he ordered a sucking-pig for
his Christmas dinner and paid 17s. 6id. for
it he was taxed to the extent of 17s. 6d.

[ASSEMBLY.] General Debate.
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Tus. TREASURER: He would be taxed
to the fullest extent.

Mali. A. J. WILSON: I amn afraid that
the measure of taxation would be the
difficulty of digesting his Christmas
dinner. However, if it be right to place
the finances of the Ooolgardie Water
Scheme upon a fair trading basis, if it be
right to do the same with the Fremantle
Harbour Works and with other trading
concerns, I certainly think that in all
departments a distinction should be made
between the revenue that is purely
taxation and that 'which consists of pay-
mnents made for services rendered. And
I hope that dluring the ensuing recess,
and when the Treasurer submits his next
Budget Speech, a proposal for placing
these funds in a proper light wvill be
submitted, so that the public may know
what we have and what we have not to
pay in the shape of taxation; and this
will lead to a better understanding of
our financial position, not only by the
people of the State, but by thbose outside
the State who are interested in our
finances. This is very material; because
the two important elements in a Sie's
financial position are the amount of
taxation being paid by the people and the
aniount of debt owing 1i' the people. If
We find that the indebtedness per head
is, say, £61 odd, and that the people
are paying less than £5 per head in
taxes, we shall know very well that we
are justified in obviating by farther
taxation the necessity for mneeting the
House with a. deficit of £1,32,000, which
deficit, as I have already indicated, way
be increased if some of those fortunate
gentlemen whom the Treasurer expects to
shuffle off this mortal coil before the 30th
June fail to do so, and if other sources
of revenue-the dividend tax and stamp
duties-fail to realise his anticipations'
Personally, I seriously object to the light
and cavalier manner in which the
Treasurer, with his glowing optimism,
talks about the small mnatter of a deficit.
[ think the first business of the State is
to live as far as possible -within its means;
and if we thoroughly understood our
position, if the public thoroughly under-
stood the amount of taxation they are
being -called upon to pay and could
discriminate bet-ween legitimate taxation

andwha issiply a payment for services
rendered, thlen think there would soon

be a loud public clamour for fresh
taxation proposals, which are on this
particular occasion conspicuously absent.
On one feature of the Estimates I desire
to congratulate the Government-the.
methods they have adopted with regard
to the revenue accruing from land sales.
Hitherto it has been the practice to
amalgamate with ordinary revenue thbat,
portion of the revenue which is practically
a deferred payment in respect of con-
ditional purchase and similar leases.
This it has been the practice to include
with revenue, in common with the rents.
received from grazing leases and leases ofT
a similar nature. I am glad to find that
a discrimination has been made this year
-and in my opinion a wise discrimina-
tion-between what are legitimate land
sales and what is legitimate rent on
accout of lands held under special leases
or special lienses. That portion of
the land revenue resulting from sales
and rents should, I think, be placed
in the same position as a trading con-
cern ; because if we say that our
revenue amounts to 8 or 32y millions,
and the biggyer proportion of that-
over 21 millions-is made up of receipts
from land sales and land rents, and the
profits accruing from Stale batteries and
smelting works and railways and harbour
works, then f think we shall be bringing
about a state of affairs neither desirable
to the House not in the best interests of
the country generally. I regret to -note
the Premier's lack of optimism as to the.
prospects of agricultural development
and agricultural revenue during the pre-
sent financial year. I am quite satisfied
that we have br no means reached the
zenith of our acrricultnral development;
and unquestionably, if the Government-
are prepared to pursue a wise and
progressive land-se'ttlement policy, the
revenue obtained from this source will
exceed the estimate. I do not know that
it will be obtained if the Government
incur an enormous liability by building-
spur lines here, there, and everywhere.
I think that the spur-line policy, which
is largely responsible for the magnificent
following enjoyed by the Treasurer, is a,
policy which will have to be approached
with the greatest care and scrutinised
most studiously, to prevent our being
saddled with an immense loan indebted-
ness for concerns which may or may not
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pay, which will probably never pay no
matter how cheaply constructed. I hope
we shall have an opportunity of dealing
with this matter on the Loan Estimates;
and, in due deference to the desire of
members to terminate this general dis-
cussion, I will reserve any remarks I have
to make on that subject, in common with
other remarks, for a later stage,

MR. T, H. BATH (Brown Hill): Dur-
ing the course of my previous remarks, I
expressed an intention, before the dis-
cussionl closed, to move anl amendment to
reduce this vote hr R10. My desire was
to call1 attention to what I consider the
need for some dlefinite proposals to square
upl the finances. I believe that this can
best be done with advantage to the State
while at the same time scouring a just
incidence of taxation, by taxing the unim-
proved value of land; and in order to
test the feeling of members on that point,
Imove:
That the item be reduced by X10.
Amendment put, and a division taken

with the following result:-
Ayes ... ... ... 14
Noes ... ... .. 24

Majority against
AYES.

mr. B8ath Mr.B
Mr. Bolton Mr. B
Mr. Collier Mr. B
Mr. Daglish Mr. Bi
'Mr. Holman Mr. C.
Mdr. Mforan Mr. I)
Mr. Hudson Mr.E
Mr. Lynch Mr.H
Mr. Seaddan Mr. Al
Mr. Taylor Mr. H
Mr. Walter Mr. Is
Mr. Ware Mr.K
Mr. A. J. Wilson Mr. L
Xr. Troy (Tatter). Mr. XI

Mr. fk1
Mr. MI
Mr. N
Mr. S.
M..T
Mr.U
Mr. Si
Mr. V
Mr. F.
Mr. G

.. 10
NoEs.

arnett
rebber
ron
uteher
iwoher
e~mend
wi

syward
joke
Paell

ityman
ctarty
ale

a1)50
J . Moore

r'. Moore
ice

sith

ordou (Teller).

Amendment thus negatived; the first
item of the Estimates " His Excellency
the Governor " passed and the vote
agreed to.

[Votes and items discussed in detail.]

Vote-Eecutiv~e council, £2110:
Item-Clerk, £275:
Mn. DAGLISH moved an amendment:
That the item be struck out.

The secretary could do the work without
the assistance of a clerk; in fact, a clerk
was not now employed, the £75 being an
additional emolument to the secretary.

Tns TREASURER hoped the mnember
for Subiaco was not serious. The clerk
had received the same salary when the
bon, member was Treasurer. It was no
new item, and there 'was no reason for
reducing it. It would be unjust to do
SO.

MR. DAGLISH admitted the item was
the same as provided on last year's Esti-
mates, liut last year he had not been
aware of the circumstances. Asta matter
of fact we paid. £75 a year when no clerk
was employed. We therefore voted money
under what might be called false pre-
tences. If the Treasurer thought the
money should be paid there. was a proper
way of paying it. It should be described
an honorarium to the officer in addition
to his statutory salary. Seeing that the
itemj was not a fair representationi of the
circumstances, he insisted on the amend-
wnent.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:

Ayes .. ... ... 18
Noes ... ... ... 19

Majority against..
AYES.

Mr. Barnett
Mr. Bath
Mr. Bolton
Mr. Collier
Xr. Degflish
Mr. HolMILD
Mr. Horan
Mr. Hudson
'Mr. Hesnan
Mr. Lay-man
Mr. Seaddan
Mr. Smnith
3lr. Taylor
Mr. Tray
Mr. Walker
Mr. Ware
Mr. A. J. Wilson
Mr. Lynch (Telter).

I
NOES.

Mr. Brother
Mr. Brown
Mr. Butcher
Mr. Cowcber
Mr. Diamond
Mr. Ew*ng
Mr. Hard wick
Mr. Hayward
Mr. Hicks
Mr. ludell
Mr. MeLarty
Mr. Male
Mr. Monger
Mr. N. 3. Moore
Mr. S. F. Moore
Mr. Price
Mr. Beson
Mr. veryard
fir. Gordon (Teller).

I Amendment thus negatived.
I Other items- agreed to, and the vote
passed.

I Yote-Legislative Council, £2,105:
Ma. HORAN: 'What were the refresh-

ment room expenses? There was no
similar item under the Legislative
Assembly vote.

THE; TREASU9RER concluded that
this was to cover the Council's proportion
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of the joint refreshment room expenses,
such as linen, cutlery, etc.

Vote passed.

Vote-Legislative Assembly, £25,773:

Itemn-Sereant-at-Arms and Clerk of
Committees, £i165:

THE TREASURER: There was a
slight error in this item. The Sergeant-
at-Arms had reverted to his duties at the
Mdines Department, his salary being £330.

'It was auticipated the amount would be
equally divided between Parliament and
the Mines Department, hence the item
appearing on the Legislative Assembl 'y
vote as £165; but £180 had been pro-
vided on the Mines Department vote, so
this item would need to be correspond-
ingly reduced. He would gladly allow
the increase to stand had it been inten-
tional, but it was an error. He moved
an amendment-

That the itemn be reduced by £15.

Amendment passed.

Item-Messengers, £432:
MR. DAGLISHE: One messenger was

employed at £-52 a year, and there were
two sessional messengers at 15s. a week.
Were these messengers in attendance the
whole time the House was sitting, and
also during the day ? If so, the remuner-
ation seemed very inadequate.

THE TREASURER: The member for
Subiaco, seemed very anxious to acquire
knowledge this session. The same cir-
cunstances existed last year. [Ma.
DAGLIsH: Tu quoque always.] Not
always; but when the occasion presented
itself, yes. The remuneration was too
smiall. He would be glad to increase the
items, but had been anxious to adhere to
-existing conditions as far as he could.
He would see whether a better condition
could not be brought about on the next
Estimates. The messengers employed at
l5s. a week left the House at 6-30 every
evening when the House was sitting.

Item-Grant for Library, £2100:
MR. HORAN complained as to the

incomplete condition of the Library.
There were other items on the Estimates
to provide for law libraries, yet the
Parliamentary Library was most incom-
plete in the matter of reference books
and law books. A private gentleman's

library would throw the Parliamentary
Library in the shade. He hoped the
Treasurer would endeavour to keep the
Library posted up in the future.

MR. PRICE trusted the Treasurer
would see fit, on some future occasion, to
increase this vote. The Library was not
up to the standard, and the sumn at the
discretion of the Library Committee
sented too small.

Mu. WALbKER: The Joint Library
Oommittee could pass accounts for ex-
penditure incurred, but there was little
discretion as to the laying out of the vote.
Most of the money was absorbed in
periodicals, the daily, weekly, and monthly
journals; consequently, by -way of adding
to the Library or completing it, he under-
stood there was not a, fraction to enable
additions to be made. Some of the
expenditure in connection with periodicals
might be curtailed. Had contracts been
entered into that could not be broken?
The committee might practise strict
economy, so that some money might be
saved to improve the institution.

THE TREASURER : The grant of
£100 to the Library was the same amount
that had been granted year after year for
many years past. Half that amount was
spent in magazines and periodicals, and
the other half was available. This was a
matter in which he personally had no
means of interference; it was entirely in
the hands of the committee.

Vote, as reduced to £5,758, put and
passed.

Vote - Joint Houwes of Parliament,
£5,122:

Mn. HORAN: A reduction of £;75
was made in the dining-room wages.
The stewards in attendance at the estab-
lishiment were paid practically sweating
wages, and were compelled to work very
long hours. These men had to work
during all-night sittings, sometimes 18
or 20 hours continuously. Although
their duties were not severe, they had to be
in attendance; and as members were
not always in the best mood, these
men had to submit to irascible replies by
members. Parliament, he considered,
should at all times be a model employer,
and instead of there being a reduction in
the item it should be increased.

THE TREASURER: Although there
was a decrease of £75 as compared with
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the vote of last Year, there was no de-
crease in the actual expenditure. As
£8.55 only was expended, it was concluded
that .£87.5, a larger amount, would be
sufficient for this year. There might be
a good deal in what the hon. member
said, that the wages of the stewards
were not so high as some would like
tihem to be.

Ma.- HoaAw: Bring them. up to the
union wages outside.

Tn TREASURER: The stewards
received 6s. a day and their food. That
was, he believed, the existing rate else-
where, and higher than the Arbitration
Court awarded. The men referred to
had to work oin some occasions very long
hours indeed, and were occasionally sub-
jected to some unpleasantness; but they
were not singular in that respect. How-
ever much we might wish to pay good
wages, we could not pay more than the
standard wages for the class of labour.

Vote put and passed.

TREASURtY DEPARTMENT AND AzMrsN-
I5TRATIYE: BRANCHES (Hon. C. a. Rason,
Treasurer).

Vote-Treasury Generally, £18,049:
MR, HORAN: Did the TUnder-Trea-

surer receive any-thing from the Imperial
Governmeat as paymaster of the Imperial
accounts ?

THrE TREASURER:- The Under-
Treasurer received an additional £100.

Item-Secretary to Premier, £300:-
Mu. TROY: There was an increase of

£32 in this item. Did the secretary to
the Prewier hold another position for
which he received a salary ?

Tam TREASURER : The item did
not represent any increase. As hie ex-
plained the other day, the secretary to
the Premier's department did spend four
hours a week at the Railway Institute
teaching a class of railway employees
shorthand, and was believed to hiave given
a great amount of satisfaction in that
direction. He received no extra re-
muneration from the Premier's depart-
ment. It was understood he received
some honorarium through the committee
of the institute. What the amount was hie
(the Premier) did not know, but it was
very small.

MR. WALKER : What mnight. be-. and
was, objectionable was that an officer in
receipt of a comparativelyv large salary
should enter into competition with a
class of teachers who had to get their
whole living out of teaching. 'That was
an objection that had been raised on
more than one occasion. Men getting
good salaries were keeping others out
of billets. If the secretary to the.Premier
carried out the duties he was paid by the
Government for, he was fagged at the
end of the day sufficiently to take a rest
t night. There were teachers of short-

hland in Perth who would. be pleased to have
the position to instruct those learning
shorthand at the institute; and one did
not know that the secretary to the
Premier could teach better than practised
and trained teachers. [MEMBEE : He.
might do it cheatper.] B~y doing i he work
cheaper he might generally cheapen the
pay of teachers of shorthand. It was an
injustice to those who had to get their
living solely by teaching that an officer
in the Premnier's department should enter
into competition with them ; and he could
not do the work properly because he was
fNgged at the end of his day's work. Occa-
sionally the Premier's secretary might be.
called upon to do work for the Premier
w hen he was, e ngaged teaching shorthand.
We were given to understand that this
work was done without salary-for just
what the committee of the institute liked
to give the officer. The principle was.
very deleterious, and if carried out in its
entirety would be very bad. He pro-
tested against such being done.

Ma. HORAN: When this officer took;
on the duties of' teaching shorthand be,
was employed in the offices of the Rail-
way Commissioner; therefore he was.
quite within his rights in doing the work.
Subsequently he was transferred to the
Premier's office, and having been a great.
success as a teacher of shorthand, his
pupils did not desire to lose his services,
and at their request he continued the-
work.

Item passed.

Inspection of liquor in licensed
houses-£550:-

Item-Chief Inspector, £2300:
Mn. A. J. WILSON said he had been.

frequently asked if there was such an
individual as an inspector of liquor in

Liqizor Inspection.[ASSEMBLY.]
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licensed houses. If so, it would appear
that there were both a chief inspector
and an assistant inspector for six months
in the previous financial year, and he
supposed they had both been in the
service the whole of the present financial
year. He did not know whether there
had been any prosecutions but, if all
reports were true, if there had not been
there ought to have been. He hoped
these gentlemen would be a bit more
conspicuous than they had been in the
past.

MR. DlIAMOND: Was this chief
inspector the gentleman who lent himself
to an improper and gross attack on
certain liquor imported by certain houses ?
Cases occurred in which the chief
inspector of liquors assisted by the
analyst made certain reports which were
grossly unfair and improper; and he
would like to know if any official notice
bad been taken of it. In his opinion it
was a wilful and deliberate attempt t~o
protect the importations of one set of
firms as against those of another set.

" There were statements published in the
newspapers which counterbalanced these,
but still the action taken was ill-advised.

MR. DAGLISH wished to say a word
in defence of the officer referred to. Two
-officers were provided for on the Esti-
mates. Members would see by looking
very carefully at their Estimates that one
had been at work for six months, and
the other until the 1st July had not
started operations. During the time
he (Mr. Daglish) was in office, the
one officer, the chief inspector, was
more than earning his saary by the
moneys he was causing to be paid to
consolidated revenue in the shape of flues.
We had a very large number of licensed
houses, and the work was altogether too
much for one man, too much, in his
opinion, for two men; and it could not
be expected that any one individual
would be able to entirely revolutionise, in
the course of six months, the whole of
the liquor trade. He was sorry the
member for South Fremnantle had reflected
on the analysis of certain liquors that
was wade. All these liquors were
selected at one place, and they were
all submitted to the same analysis.
The analysis was embodied in a
report made to him whilst Colonial
'Treasurer, and he felt it his duty in the

interests of the public to see that the
analysis was given to the public. It
was suggested afterwards that there
should have been a visit made to the
various wine and spirit merchants, and
that the liquors imported should have
been submitted to analysis. He had a
visit from a number of these importers,
who asked that the various brands of
liquors for which they were agents should
be analysed as received into the State. But
he wished to impress upon the Committee
that what we were responsible for as a
Parliament was to find out the quality of
liquor, not as introduced into this State,
but as sold in this State. And if we
analysed the liquor as it arrived, it might
be an altogether different article from
that sold in the drinking establishments.
Therefore the position taken by the chief
inspector was quite proper. He thought
no member would dispute the correctness
of the analysis made. If that were
admitted, the only point to which objec-
tion, could be taken was that simul-
taneously all brands of liquor were not
analysed; hut that would be such a
large uindertaking that it would be
hard indeed to discover how it
could be satisfactorily carried out. To
make these different analyses and
publish them all at once, would have
entailed delay extending over months.
He hoped the present Colonial Treasurer
would see that farther analyses were
made from time to time, andf that they
would be analyses of liquor as retailed to
the public, and not as it arrived in this
State. Of course it would be a veryv fine
thing for the importers if we analysed the
liquor precisely as it came, and'allowed
them to select their samples for analysis.
Tt would be impossible to find a more
upright, straightforward, and honourable
man than the present chief inspector of
liquors.

MR. KEENAN asked the Treasurer
that when carrying out the -advice of the
member for Subiaco he should take care

ito place the blame on the right shoulders.
It appeared that under the instructions
which the member for Subiaco gave to
the officers, they took the samples from
the shelves of certain public-houses, and
then when they found that liquor pos-
sessed some deleterious elements, instead
of publishing the names of the publicans
they reflected upon the importer. He
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was surprised that the member for
Subiaco should have allowed a reflection
to be cast upon men who possibly might
have been absolutely innocent. The
liquor might have lef their possession as
pure an article as could be mentioned,
and have been subsequently found in the
possession of publicanS In aL very impure
state.

MR. DAOLrSH:- No namnes were pub-
lished.

fmMBER: The name of the brand.
Tu TREASURER: If the member

for Forrest had been in his (the Trea-
surer's) office, be would have known how
very- active this chief inspector was.
Over 100 analyses of liquor had been
made. It was alleged against this officer
that he acted in an unfair way in taking
samples of spirits in the manner he did
and in afterwards publishing the analyses
of those samples. That matter was still
being inquired into. Although he (the
Premier) thought that the procedure
laid down by the member for Sahiaco in
regard to analysing liquor at public-
houses was correct, he was hardly pre-
pared to go on all-fours with him in
regard to the samples taken at wholesale
houses. If we were going to take a
sam])le of a brand of liquor, whisky for
instance, surely it would be only fair to
get that sample from. the stock imported
by the agent for that brand rather than
to go to a competing agent. He did not
say any agent in Fremantle would be
guilty of the practice. l)ut if the procedure
of going to a competing agent were
followed, it would he quite easy for an
unscru pulous agent to damage the reputa,-
tion of a competing whisky; and -it
would be just as. well if bhe did -not have
the opportunity. The most effective way
of taking analyses was to obtain sample's
from public-houses where the liquor was
actually ready for supplyin customers.
That would get at the -root of the evil, for
if it became known that certain houses
Were supplying spirits of an inferior
quality, their reputation would be gone
and they would lose their tirade.

MR. MONiGER was desirous of con-
gatulating the member for Forrest on

having brought this particular item under
the notice of the Committee. Whilst he
had no fault to find with the inspector,
one or two points had occurred withim
the last year or so that were worthy of

some little consideration. An arrest was
made in a place called North Fremantle,
and some Italians were then manufactur-
ing spirits. They evidently had a, market
at th ei r d is posal for this particul Iar s tuff ;
but whilst a penalty was inflicted upon
the man found with a distillery upon his
premises, we never heard of any comi-
plaint being ]made against any publiuaai
or wine and beer seller for selling this
stuff in North Fr-eimantle.

MR. BOLTON: It went to York.
MR. MONGER: The chief inspector

Iand the detective branch were to some
extent at fault. Spirits locally distilled
in that manner were not drinkable; and
more should have been heard of the case.

mie ut of every ten hotels in this Stte
sold liquors unfit for consumption. The
vote should be increased so that inspec-
tors could bring into court vendors of
liquor "faked " with fusel oil and

Isimilar adulterants. A publican was
fined because he had reduced his spirit
from a nominal 16 under proof to 25.
But such a man should not be fined,
for he was doing his customers a kind-
ness. The man to be punished was he
who supplied spirits of wine. Trhe atten-
tion of the chief inspector should he
called to the large quantity of spirits of
wine imported to this State, Some was
evidently used in the liquors sold in
hotels. "If the importer was responsible
for this, steps should be taken to bring
him to justice.

Mu. TAYL[OR: The Treasuirer should
urge the inspector to keep an eye on the

ihotel shelves, Of what use was it to
secure the importation of pure spirits if

Ithey were tam pered with before reachiug
the consumner ? Some people could tell
where a man had been drinking on the
previous night by the manner in which
he was affected next morning. Men who
decided to have a glass of whisky would
frequently pass four or five hotels in
order to secure a good article elsewhere;
hence it was certain that some hotels
sold bad liquor. Let analyses be made
of the liquors on the hotel shelves.

Mn. DIAMOND: The whole of the
systemn of inspection was ridiculous and
improper. Inspection should be begun
at the wharf, continued in the spirit-
merchant's cellar, f ol lowed up to th e pub-
fican's cellar and afterwards to his shelves,
so that the guilt of adulteration might
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he sheeted home. The recent inspection
of liquors was disgraceful. it was gener-
ally understood that the inspection was
made at the instigation of one wine and
spirit merchant who had apparently somie
friendly influence over the inspector.
Seine of the most respectable firms in the
State were picked out, in order that the
liquor for whi,,h they were agents might
be condeinued. No one could gainsay
the respectability of the firm of 3. & W.
Bateman,. agents for the "070G Special
Reserve," one of the finest whiskies in
the market; but that spirit was con-
demned. The distillers afterw-ards calIed
out from England analyses which were
published here, showing th~at the analysis
of our Government analyst and the in-
spector's report were entirely wrong.

AIR, TAYLOR:- Where did the inspector
get his samplesP

MnR. DIAMOND:- The condemnation
of certain samples was said to have been
instigated by the merchant in question.
The samples reported on favourably were
of spirits for which that merchant was
agent. The whole circumstances r 'eeked
with suspicion ;and the inquiryI to be
made by the Treasurer should be more
stringent than was perhaps intended.

11n. TAYLOR: If the inspector or
any other officer had lent himself to any
firm or any individual, with a. view to
crushing another agent, the inspector had
no longer the right to he in the public
service. Surelyv the Treasurer would not
tolerate such an abuse. If the hon.
member (Mr. Diamond) knew of any-
thing, wrong about the inspector, let him
trot it out here. The member for
Subiaco (M r. Daglish) eulogised the same
inspector; yet the member for South
Fremantle practically laid a charge
against the officer. Was the hon. mnem-
ber briefed by J. & W. Bateimn? If
not, let him give the Committee parti-
culars. of the case.

Ma. EARNETT (Albany): Certain
brands of whisky, as bottled in the
United Kingdom, were very superior.
Rightly or wrongly, the proprietors of
these whiskies gave certain firms the
rig~ht to bottle them in Australia. The
question wats whether the inspector's
analysis was of whisky as made by the
English distillers or as bottled by the
Australian agents. If we could be
assured that the analysis was of the

I whisky made in England, he would say
the analysis was wrongr; but if it was of
whisky bottled in Australia,, we did not
know by whom it was bottled or what
was its quality. Till we knew the facts,
there was no satisfactory answer to the
question raised by the member for South,
Fremnantle.

M1R.TAYL~OR: Were not English manu-
facturers responsible for the acts oIf
Australian agents to whom they gave the
right to bottle hereP

MR. B3ARNETT: Any wine and spirit
mnerchant bu 'ying 10 quarter-casks of
whisky was supplied by the distiller with
labels, capsules, end corks. If the
mnerchant were honest, he would bottle
the whisky supplied to him. If dis-
honest, he might sell it as a superior
whisky in bulk, and might bottle and
label n iniferior whisky.

Ma. DIAMOND explained that he was
not deputed by any firm to touch upon
this matter, nor was he interested in the
liquor trade. He was perfectly satisfied
to leave the matter for inquiry.

MR. HORAN: Did the Government
intend to introduce a Health Bill which
would provide for the analysis of food-
stuffsP

Tmn TREASURER: It was intended
to introduce a consolidating and amend-
ing Health Bill next session which
would provide for the analysis of food-
stuffs generally, but it would not improve
the existing arrangements for the analysis

Iof liquor. A great improvement had
b~een brought about through the efforts
I f the department; and when it became
generally known that people were liable
to have samples, of liquor taken when
they least expected it, we; would find the
quality of the liquor dispensed very much
improved.

Item -Inspection of Liquor in Licensed
Houses (contingencies), £150:

51a. A. JT. WILSON: What was the
reason for this additional expenditure?

Tnx TREASUJRER: No provision was,
mnade last year for incidentals under this
heading, but £125 was spent. This year
£2150 was provided.

Item-Tender Board (contingencies),
£1,000:
1 Mn. HORAN: Seeing that.£2,221 had
been spent last year, would £1.000 be
sufficient this year?
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THE TREASURER: Last year there
was a considerable amount of extraordin-
ary expenditure whit':h he did not think
would he incurred this year. Re thought
the vote sufficient.

Other items agreed to, and the vote
passed.

Vote-Audit, £8,286-passed.

Vote-Cornpassionate Allowances, £81 1:
Annual Allowances, £433:
Item-Timperley, W. H.. late R.M.,

Bunbury, special allowance £46:
Ma. A. 3. WILSON asked for inform-

ation.
THE TREASURER: A pension was

granted to 41 r. Timperley as on 35 years'
service, under the Constitution Act, but
Parliament was asked to vote £48 per
annum in order to give Mr. Timperley an
equivalent to a pension of 40 years'
service. Arrangements had been entered
into and approved by the Executive
Council, before he (th~e Treasurer) took
office. This item would appear annually
under Compassionate Allowances.

Final Allowances, £378:
Item-Monk, Misses, in recognition of

services in connection with the introduc-
tion of female immigrants to the State,
£25:

MR. HOLMUAN asked where these
laies were domiciled.

-Tan TREASURER: These ladies were
resident in the old country in very TEL-
duced circumstances. The Agent General
bad written and urged that, in view of
the good services they had rendered the
State in looking after big shipments of
imumigrants in a way people generally
did not do in this respect, a small siimm
of money would be a. very acceptable
acknowledgment of tht-ir services.

Ttem-J. E. Panibart, allowance in
lieu of three months' leave of absence on
retiring from Public Service (expended
1904-5,.£45):

Mat. HORAN asked what the Premier
proposed to do in regard to Mr. Poinbart.

THE CHIA I RMAN : There was no vote
on the Estimates.

Tan TREASURER sought permission
to make a statement. Difficulties had
arisen in connection with Mr. Pombart

soon after his (the Treasurer's) accept-
ance of office. He had found a,
recommendation from the Public Ser-
vice Commissioner that a sum of over
£650 should be 1iaid to Mr. Porn art,
acting on the resolution of the House
carried last session. The Public Service
Commissioner was not in a position to
judge how the resolution was to be deter-
mined, and could only read it literally.
that Mfr. Porn art was to be reinstated.
He (the Treasurer) having been present
during the debates on the resolution, and
having refreshed his memory by reading
the Hansard report. believed he was
correct in saying that it was never the
intention of the House that anything like
that sum should be paid to Mvr. Pombart.
It had been distinctly said. by Mr. Moran,
the mover of the motion, and others who
su pported it, that M r. Porn bart sh ould be
rei nstated in a clerical position under th e
Government. that he should not lose any
of his claim for length of service, and
that he should retu to the Government
employ as if he had never left it. The
mover of the motion bad gone on to say
that he wished it to be distinctly under-
stood that Mr. Porn bart haod no claimr for
compensation, and that he could safely
leave it to the Government to give to Mr.
Pombart some recompense for the suffer-
ing he had undergone, and that he should
be enabled to recover the housebhold goods
be bad been forced to part with. The
member for Northam had proposed an
amendment distinctly expressing the
feeling that reinstatement was to carry
with it no compensation; but, on the
assurance of Mr. Moran that there was
no intention to ask for compensation, the
amendment had been withdrawn. If it
were his (the Treasurer's) money and hie
could afford it. lie would he very glad to

giv Mr. Ponibait a large sum; but, its
Treasurer, he had to do his duty -and

correctly interpret the wish of thefHouse.
His interpretation was that Mr. Pombart
should be- reinstated-this had been
open to Mr. Pombart all the time;i and
that he should not lose any length
of service-this also had been open to
h im ; and th at he sh oulId be able to reco ver
the articles hie had to part-with while out
of the service-this lie (the Treasurer)
had instructed the Public Service Conm-
missioner to do. It was entirely bey' ond
his power to do anything else, and lie had
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been prepared to do this from the outset
and was prepared to do it to-day. The
Public Service Commissioner had in-
formed Mr. Pombart that the latter could
be reinstated, and that he was prepared
to pay him such a sum of money as would
repay the value of whatever property Mr.
Pombart had parted with while unfor-
tuniately out of the service.

Ma. TAYLOR: During the debate
last session he'said, " Let justice be done,
whatever it may cost," and meambers then
interjected, "W ould you pity the back

mny and lie replied,"T1 f necessary,
ishudbe paid." Thtsoeta,

the House was particularly anxious in
the direction the Premier had indicated.
He (Mr..-Taylor) had spoken strongly in
favour of Mr. Pombart being reinstated
at the salary he received when he was
dismissed from the service, and he was
sorry Pombart had not been fixed up
before now. The Government of which
he was a member should have dealt with
this matter long ago.

MR. 1lORA N: What the Treasurer
had stated was certainly correct; but
there was one important feature which
had been omitted. When the late mem-
ber for West Perth (Mr. Moran) brought
the motion forward, he could not have
specified that ]?ombart should be paid
for the time he was out of the service,
because that would have been out of
order, for it meant the granting of money.
The select committee found that Poin-
hart was wrongly dismissed, and that he
should be paid every penny he lost.
That was the opinion of the House.

Itemn-Mrs. Stephens. widow of the
late S. Stephens, of the Public Health
Department, £250:

MR. HARDWICK.: While willing to
congratulate the State on the com-
passionate allowances granted, there was
a lady well advanced in years by the
name of Mrs. Tracey-

Tnu CHAIRMAN: There was no
mention of Mirs. Traceyv on the list.

Ma. HARDWIOK suggested that the
Government should do something in this
case, which he believed was a, deserving
one, and, when the next Estimates were
brought down, make some slight pro-
vision for this lady, who was an old
resident of the State and entitled to
some slight compensation.

Other itemis agrecd to, and the vote
passed.

Vote- General Stores, £2,081 -agreed
to.

Vote-Literary and Scientific, Grants,
etc., £16,42-5:

Item--Trinity College of Music, local
examinations, £50:

Mn. H OLMAN : What was this mioney
to be spent for? All knew that the
Trinity College had held examinations
here for many years. Would some of
this expenditure go to the fieldsV

THE TREASURER: Ain application
for somie assistance was made by the local
secretary to the Trinity College, London,
and it was pointed out that good work
Was being done, and that centres were
being formed at Bunbury, Kalgoorlie,
Southern Cross, Northam, Geraldton,
Greenough, etc., and it was asked that a
small sum, such as £50, -might be placed
on the Estimates for developing other
centres. There were expenses attached
to these examinations, and seeing an
effort was being made to extend the work
in outlying centres, the request for
assistance was granted.

Mat. HOLMAN supported the item,
and was pleased to know t hat opportun ity
would be given to people in the back
country to go in for the examinations.

Item-Public Library of Western
Australia, £4,000:

MRs. BATH: While there was no
desire to reduce the amount which baa
been paid in previous years, the amount
of the increase provided on the Estimates
this year could be spent, in view of the
national stringency, to a greater advantage
in other educational directions. As far
as primary education was concerned,
there was every need on the part of the
Treasurer for as much money as it
was possible to be made available
for this purpose. While a great deal
could be done to provide educational faci-
lities in outback places, wore could be
spent to great advantage in increasing
the amount available for technical
education. The Public Library was' a
useful institution, but it was only in one
centre of Western Australia, There were
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other quarters in need of libraries, Re
inoved-

That the itemn be reduced by £1,000.
11n. HOLMAN supported the reduc-

tion. It was desirable to build uip a
grood library in Perth, but out in the
back country there were not only no
libraries, but no schools. This extra
£1,000 c.ould be spent in opening up
three new schools in small centres.

Aln. WALKER: The whole amount
for mechanics' institutes, working men's
associations, and reading, rooms gener-
ally to supply the whole of the State-
outside Perth on the Estimates was
£2,000, while we were asked to vote
£4,000 for the public library of Perth.
Could there be any stronger testimony
to the justification for the charge
repeatedly made of centralisation? It
had been usually the habit to neglect
altogether the centres outside of Perth.
Those institutions which received a good
start in the early days were spoonfed, and
their votes were increased year after year,
but the struggling institutions which
were of infinitely more value out hack
were forgotten altogether and absolutely
neglected. The institution to which it
was proposed to vote £24,000 this year
could, if it liked to devote itself to its
work, he a source of supply to outside
institutes. Hie had heard repeated
complaints of the difficulty of outside
institutes in obtaining asistance in
the shape of books from the Victoria
Public Library. A better system of dis-
tribution could be arranged from this
centre. He was not disoouraging the
value of a great institution like the Vic-
toria Public Libraryv, and would vote for
the increase if there were a proportionate
increase, for the mechanaics' institutes
throughout the State. But there was
no proposal to increase the vote by one
shilling to outside libraries. The Victoria.
Public Library was to receive £1,000
extra because it was situaited in Perth.
At the same time we should have some
respect for others. The member for
Collie knew how valuable a library was
for miners at Collie, but there was not
an extra penny f6r that institution, andI
the same with every othercoustituec out-
-side Perth ; but for Perth a whole Xl,000.

MR. PRICE:- It would be the fault of
librarians in other parts of the State and

those controlling the libraries if they didi
Inot participate in the benefits which this
vote would bring. No one was more
anxious to lend assistance to public
Ilibraries than Mr. Battyre, who was wil-
ling to send books to the various libraries
throughout the State, and this increase
of £1,000 would mean that they would,
if they were shrewvd enough to take
advantage of it, have a better supply of
books from the Perth public library.
This was the only decent. libra ry we had
in thle State. [MR. WALKER: We
ought to have more than one.] Under
present conditions one really good
technical libraryv was as much as we could
expect.

Mn. BOLTON: This £1,000 would
build four or five infant schools, and the
money would be better spent in that way.
£3,000 was a fair amount to keep up the
public library. There was an increase of
£21,850 asked for under the subheading
of " Education." and that also could be
spent far better in providing infant
schools urgently needed. Until the
country was in a better state we should
not increase the vote for the Perth
public library.

Ma. BREBBER said he lived near the?ublic library and had observed that the
ibrary was taken advantage of more by

people from the country districts than
by people living in Perth. That re-
mark also applied to the museum.
When any came down to Perth for
holidays or upon business, the very first
place they went to, if mining men,
was the mining museum, and if they
wanted information of another character
they went to the public library. The in-
stitution belonged to the country. Were
we going to destroy the usefulness of an
institp~tion which every part of the State
recognised the bt'uefit of Y There were
reference books in that public library
which, if sent to somne outback places
on the goldfields, would not be taken
adv antage of by the people; the books
would be thrown away if they went there.
These valuable books were required by
thme country to be in the central public
library. The vote was one In the best
direction, and for one of the most useful
institutions this State could have.

31R. TROY: This instituition could go
without the extra. £1,000 until the
greater wants of the peop~le were satis-
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fled. The member for North Perth did
not live on the goldfields, otherwise he
'would not have made the statement he
did about the goldfields people refusing
to have anything to do with books.
The goldfields people were the greatest
readers in the State. That system of
lending books from the public library in
Perth to libraries throughout the State
might appear to the hon. member a very
.good sYstem, and it might be said that
people in the goldfields and agricultural
districts could avail themselves of the
books kept at the public library; but he
(Mr. Troy) wished to say that they
could not. When secretary of an insti-
tution in Cue, he received a circular
from the public library containing the
conditions under whichi books could be
borrowed; and be did his best to have
the system adopted throughout the
Murchison by the various workmen's
associations and libraries, but found that
the conditions were not sufficiently
liberal to the people in the back country
for them to avail themselves of the
system. The conditions were that the
books were to be lent for a period of six
months, that portion of the cost of
transit had to be paid, and payment
also had to be made for any loss and
breakages of boxes, and if books came
hack in any sense dilapidated. [MR.
GORDON: They were not sent up to play
quoits with.] If this £1,000 were dis-
tributed amongst. the various mechanics'
institutes throughout the State, bow
much better would it be for the people
throughout the State. It would not be
necessary then to come to Perth for books,
and miners would not have to come to
Perth to know something about mining.

Ma. BUTCHER: In these dlays when
rigid economy was so absolutely neces-
sary we should be very particular to see
that there was no reckless expenditure
snch as this apparently would be. If
X3,000 had been sufficient in the past,
be could see no reason why it should not
be for this season. As a member repre-
senting an outside constituency be knew
-the difficulty there always was in getting
grants of money for the necessary upkeep
of roads, for additions to schools, and
even to the salary of the school teachers;
and he was not going to support giving
these additional sums when he knew that
the money could be so much better spent

in other directions. The increase could
be Struck out without doing an injustice
to the library.

Mn. BARNETT would oppose the
amendment; but the Treasurer should
imjpress on the heads of departments
the need for economy till our financial
position was more satisfactory.

THE TREASURER: In spite of the
appeal of the member for Mount Magnet
(Mr. Troy), the Committee should pass
the item. Regarding this item, the ex-
Treasurer, Mr. Daglish, had made a
minute: " I promised to tr 'y to increase."
Since 1899 there had been no increase in
the grant for the Perth public library ;
and members must admit that a sum then
sufficient was hardl 'y sufficient in 1906,
for there must have been some increase
in the number of volumes and in the daily
attendances. It was idle to describe this
as a library' for Perth solely. The insti-
tution was used by the whole State, the
average attendance being between 800 and
900 a day, showing that the library sup-
plied a great public want. It sent out
cases of books almost daily to country
districts, and if any country libraries had
not obtained books the fault was theirs.

MR. HUDSON: In some places the cost
of carriage was prohibitive; hence country
libraries should be better supported.

THE TREASURER: That was no
reason for starving the Perth library.
Every capital city in Australia had one
library which was considered the public
library of the country. The annual cost
of these institutions was, in Sydney over
£16,000, in Melbourne over £12,000, in
Adelaide £5,500; yet we were told that
X4,000 was too much for the Perth
library. For the increase the librarian
urged the following reasons: That during
the past three years the library had been
worked with such regard for economy as
to impair its educational efficiency; that
this was particularly noticeable in the
scientific and technical branches, two
divisions oif the greatest value in a State
where mining and agriculture were so
prominent; that last year the Govern-
ment could not be approached for an
increase, as they were providing £8,000
for building; that there bad been no in-
creaso in the grant since July, 1899,
although the number of books had in-
creased from 83,000 odd to 54,000 odd,
and the number of readers from 106,339
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to 213,969; that the growth of the insti-
tution necessitated increased supervision
and a larger staff to cope with routine
work; that as the library grew older
more expense was entailed in rebinding
and replacing worn-out books; that the
yearly donations were largely increasing,
while many books donated needed re-
binding; thiat the cost of maintenance of
the new building was at least balf as
much again as in the old premises, espe-
cially for lighting and cleaning; that the
printing of the catalogue greatly restricted
the amount available for the purchase of
books during the past two years; and
that the efficiency of the library h ad
thereby suffered. The increase was spe-
cially asked for to obtain a supply of
new books. The increase would not have
been entertained had the library been of
purely local use; but it was a library for
the people of Western Australia.

Mu. BATH: The amount of the annual
vote was fixed in days when surpluses
were large, as a result of the gold boom.
The statement of the member for Fr--
mantle (Mr. Price) was unfair. The
system of lending books to country libra-
ries was tried in New South Wales, but
it might as wvell have banu non-existent.
Here the system was in vogue, but with
restrictions which made it impossible of
adoption. The Treasurer said that
readers came to the Perth Public Library
front the coastal districts and from the
goldfields; but such people desiring
information from books ought not to
have to take a train journey to* Perth.
The member for North Perth (Mr.
Brebber) had said that the books would
not be used if sent to the goldfields.
Surely that member had never visited the
fields, or he would know that goldields
literary institutes, whether the large
institute at Kalgoorlie or the smaller
institutes elsewhere, were in proportion to
population more fully utilised than was
the Perth library. As our expenditure
through other channels must be reduced,
any extra expenditure on libraries should
be such as would benefit the whole of
the people.

MEs. HOLMAN: Would not the
Treasurer give details of the expenditure
on upkeep? For 1902 the upkeep cost
X1,100.

MRs. TAYLOR did not take much
exception to the increase; but he had

repeatedly ap)plied to other Treasurers for
library grants to small country towns in
his constituency. For Kooky' nie, he-
could not get more than £20 or £25;
and on applying subsequently' he found
that little or no money was available for
small towns. The argument that the
Perth library* induced people to come to
Perth to read would not hold water-.
Proper facilities for reading should

begiven to outlying districts, whether
agricultural, pastoral, or mining. Had
the Treasurer made any provi sion for
dealing liberally with small centres?
if the Treasurer would give that assur-
ance he (Mr. Taylor) would support the
item; but if the great bulk of the money
for library purposes was to be spent in
Perth, he would oppose the increase.

MR. KEJENAN asked whether the
increased grant was to be spent in the
purchase of books, or whether any portion
of it was to be allocated to increased
salaries for anyone in connection with
thle institution.

MA. MoLARTY: We could not have
the city libraries too large. It was the
desire of Mr. Carnegie to devote more
assistance towards establishing libraries
in cities than in smaller centres. The
benefit of having good libraries in cities
was shown by the fact that. the torpedo
would never have been invented had the
inventor not had access to a large library..

MR. BATH asked permission to with-
draw his amendment, in order to sub-
stitutei an amendment to reduce the vote,
by £500.

Ma. HOLMANJ objected.
THE CHAIRMAN: One member could.

object to the withdrawal of the amend-
ment.

MR. HOLiMAN: Members talked of a,
travelling library, but the cost was;
defrayed out of the vote for mechanics'
instituates. Last year £2.50 had been,
taken from that vote and given to the
public library in order to defray the cost
of the travelling library. The time
had now arrived to reduce the vote
for the Perth library and increase the
vote for the country institutions, it
was to be regretted that the Tres-
surer could not give any information
regarding these matters. The hon.miein-
her, when leader of the Opposition and&
when the last Estimates were before the
House, strongly criticised the then olo-
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nial Secretary for not being able to give
information.

Tan TREASURER: No portion of
this increase was intended for increas~ed.
salaries. It was intended for the pur-
pose of additional books, for the improve-
ment of the binding of other books, and
for the effecting of a few improvements
in the internal fittings of the library.
The decrease in this vote would in no
-way add to the vote for other institutions.
Members should not adopt a dog-in-the
manger policy and endeavour to reduce
this vote. He trusted the vote would
stand because he knew no better work than
was being undertaken by the library,
which was of immense advantage to the
State. Hie was sure the people of this
State appreciated that advantage.

Mu. HORAN. The Treasurer had
-established no substantial reason for the
increase. The system of the travelling
library had been in force in New South
Wales for a considerable time, but the
books sent out were more ornamental
than usefu.

MR. A. J, WILSON: The report of
the Chief Librarian of the public library
said: "In conclusion, I wish to bear
witness to the satisfactory manner in
which the various members of the staff
'have performed their duties, and this is
to be the more commended when we con-
sider that they have worked longer hours
for smaller rates of pay than the officers
-of any other State library in Australia."

MR. TROY: This vote did not increase
their pay.

Mn. A. 3. WILSON: But it made it
possible for a strong recommendation, if
the sum were made available, to see that
a better condition obtained so far as the
attendants of the libary were concerned.
The increase was not too much for an
important national institution, more
especially when we remembered that in
the Principal city of every British
-country one of the first things for which
the State made ample provision was a
national public library. The excellent
work done by the library' committee was
sufficient recommendation for the vote.
It was questionable whether the country
would get as good value for the expendi-
ture of the money if the item were devoted
to country libraries, as some members
suggested. The literature mostly songht

after in country libraries was of the "Nat.
Gould" type.

Amendmient put and negatived.
Vote put.
MR. KEENAN protested that he baA

not heard the Chairman put the vote.
He had desired to speak to another item
of the vote.

THE CHAIRMAN: The vote before the
Committee had been the whole vote to
which the amendment had been made.
The amendment had been negatived and
then the vote had been put as a whole.
Seeing that there was a misundertanding.
he would recall the question.

Item-Law Library £15 '0:
Ma, 'HORA N: What was the mean-

ing of this new item ? What building
was to be supplied with the books?

THE TREASURER: There was now,
as there always had been, a law library.
Hitherto that library had been under the
control of the Crown Law Department.
It was not entirely satisfactory either to
the Crown Law Department or to the
Barristers' Board and those having access
to the law library; so the conclusion was
come to that it wonid be far better to
provide an item on the Estimates of
£150 towards a law library, upkeep,
maintenance, and librarian, and relieve
the Crown Law Department of the
responsibility.

MR. HORAN: The item £200 under
"Crown Law Department " had nothing
to do with it P

Item-Perth Mkluseum and Art Gallery,
£4,500:

M-R. HUDSON: There was an addi-
tional1 amount of £700 to be voted here.
which in the present impoverished condi-
tion of the Treasury. when no farther
money could be expended in country
districts to improve the means of educa-
tion for country people, was unsatisfac-
tory. He moved-

That the item be reduced by £700.
THE TREASURER: It was to be

hoped the Committee would not agree
to the reduction, as £5,000 was asked
for as being the very least that could
be done with, but £4,500 was pro-
vided, which represented an increase of
£700. The curator bad said that £5,000
would only exceed the grant of 1905 by
£;1,000, and would allow less for the

Annual Estimates: [18 DECEMBER, 1905.]
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purchase of new exhibits than the £4,000
did ten years ago, when there was oniy one
gallery to maintain, while now there were
five. Then there was only one attendant
required six days a week; now four men
and three boys were required seven days
a week, as the institution was open on
Sundays. At present it took £C900 per
annum for wages. Repairs and other
charges had increased in a like propor-
tion, and the cost of electric lighting and
sanitary rates were not formerly charged
to the Museum vote, In the past all
specimens were allowed in duty free, but
last year £250 had to be paid under the
new Customs tariff. The staff was limited
to three, but owing to the increase in the
work there would have to be an addition.
The number of visitors had increased
from 12,000 in 1904 to over 60,000 dur-
ing the past twelve months. A large
number visited the institution for busi-
ness reasons, as the museum was the
show roomi of the natural products of the
State. The free popular lectures on
science and art just inaugurated were
taken great advantage of by the public.
Members seemed to think that he (the
Treasurer-) had some personal advantage
to gain. Rather, in one way' , he should
hail a reduction in the expenditure ; but
having put the item on the Estimates,
and hating thought it was amply justi-
fled, he sought to have it retained. The
museum. and art gallery were doing a
great educational work just in the same
way as the public library did. The
curator was endeavouring to do his duty'
faithfully and well, under very trying
circuni stances.

AIR. HUDSON: No memuber spoke
against the value of the institution, or
against the value of the publio library,
but these items had been increased to an
extent of £1,700 when there was a. de-
pleted Treasury,

Amendment put and negatived.

Item -Mechanics' institutes, working
anens' associations, and societies etc.,
£2,000:

Mnt. HORAN : Was the Treasurer
prepared to subsidise libraries and work-
ing men's hiallsP

Tns TREASURER : This vote was
intended for libraries, and he would he
prepared to grant any reasonable request

if representations were made ; but this
-vote was not in) respect of buildings.

Mn. HOLMAN: In vibew of the fact
that the amount gyranted for country

Imechanics' institutes was only £1,670
last year, would the Treasurer promise
that none of this vote would be paid to
the Perth public library ?

NI a. A. J. WILSON : At Yarloop the
other day a very large collection of books
valued at £150 was unfortunately
des.troyed by fire, and the hooks were not
insured. 'the country libraries bad been
treated in a most niggrdly fashion in
the past, and it was to be hoped the

ITreasurer would see that they received
Idoe consideration out of the £22,000. At
the timber mills there was no form of
amutsenment or entertainment, and the
libraries, if they received consideration
from the Government, would be of educa-
tional advantage to the people.

Item - Zoological Gar-dens, special
grant for snake-house. £500:

MR. WEE NAN: How did the Trea-
surer justify an increase in the grant to
the Zoo of £.500, for the usual gyrant was
X3£,900? It was not that hie objected to.
this lparticular form of expenditure, but
he thought it was not wise at present.
What was the reason that £500 should

Ibe granted to this institution, which was
iii a flourishing way P It received a large
measure of public support, for, everyone
entering the grounds contributed. There
were public necessities in the country,
not luxuries or pleasures, that were
obliged to be neglected at the present

1time. He moved,
That the item be struck out.

At 6830, the CHAIRMAN left the Chair.
At 7380, Chair resumed.

bMR. HORAN: Surely we should not
basked to desecrate the beauties of the

Zoo by the construction of a house for
Ithe caging of snakces. It was a, grave.
Iblunder on the part of somebody, he did
not say the Government, to try and get
a vote of £500 for a snake-house, when
we had so many pressing necessities on
the goldfields. This thing did not add
in any way to the interest, education,
pleasure. or recreation of the people,
either residents or visitors. The item
should be struck out. Perhaps it secured

p _SsEmBLY'3 zoolopical.
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inclusion without the Treasurer's know-
ledge.

AIR. HOIAIAN: So far as children
were concerned, when we were voting I
money for the Zoo we must remember
that almost any child who went there,
except on special occasions, had to pay a
certain price; and so had every adult.
If those controlling the Zoological iardens
would allow children to go in free, he
would support a higher grant; but seeing
that every individual who entered the
grounds hand to pay, he saw no reason
why we should increase the vote r ear
after year, as we had been asked to do.
On a previous occasion he referred to
children going to the Zoo, and a provi-
Sion was made so that batches of children
from certain schools could go in free of
charge. If the Zoo existed for educa-
tional purposes, we should allow the
whole of the children to go in without
payment. To take a family of four or
five children cost 4s. or 5Ss., including
ferry fares.

AIR. WALKER: Whilst we had so
many people up country wanting money
we should not spend so much on snakes.
There were times when we could improveI
our local institutions and make themI
more pleasurable in appearance, but this
was not an occasion for so doing. If it
were the purpose of the Zoo to go in for
some scientific experiments in connection
with snakes, or the preservation of some
valuable collection which needed special
preservation, one might, understand it;
but evidently this was the usual category
of finding a new caravan, as it were, for
amusement at the Zoo. Byv this time that
institution should be self-supporting.
What became of the money taken at the
gate week after week and on holidaysP
To ask members to vote £500 for a snake-
house, without a word of explanation,
was not fair.

THE TREASURER: It seemed un-
fortunate that this grant should have
been inserted on the Estimates under the
heading of " snake-house." Apparently
it was altogether too suggestive, and
awakened bitter memories in the minds
of some members. As a matter of fact it
was a reptile house, a house in which itI
was intended to have a collection of
reptiles, not merely for the sate of
.amusement, and not merely adding to the
charms of the Zoological Gardens. brit

purely as an eduvational matter. It might
come as a surprise to some members to
know that very many people had gone to
the Zoo with the express object of seeing
whether there was a collection of snakes
wvhich would enable them to distinguish
between poisonous and non-poisonous
snakes of Western Australia. It was
intended, if this vote passed, to have a
reptile house where the reptilia of Western
Australia could be properly exhibited,
and where the Director of th~e Zoological
Gardens could give l'-ctures to children
from time to time, and to adults if they
would care to listen to him, after hearing
which and inspecting the different reptiles
the children of Western Australia-would
grow up to know which were poisonous
and which were non-poisonous snakes.
To newcomers in Western Australia the
false impression that there wore many
Ruakes in this State gave great uneasi-
ness, The director of the Zoo was an
enthusiast, and for him the snake-hoime
would mean extra labour. He had
always been most economical and ener-
getic in his attempts to make the Zoo
and Auclimatisation Gardens successful.
By his methods he had saved the State
thiousands of pounds, for he had acquired
a collection which but for his care and
zeal would have been much more costly.

MR. SCADDAN supported the amend-
ment, though better accommodation
should lie found for the Zoo snakes, now
housed behind wire netting. Unless
someting were done before Christmas,
we should probably hear of one or more
children being poisoned. The accomt-
modation, however, ought to he provided
out of the £3,900 voted for the Zoo, of
which the balance-sheet showed a credit
of £1l,285 l4s. 8d. for 1903-4, and for
this year £2,234, a saving of nearly
£1,000 on the year's work. That should
suffice for the snake-house. An up-to-date
institution like the Zoo, making a charge
of 6id. per head for a Imission, ought to
be more nearly self-supporting. Why
lavish expend iture on such institutions,
which could best afford to stand still,
rather than on industries which needed
special support ?

MA. GORDON: The director was satis-
fled that the Zoo had means of acquiring
cheaply a collection of snakes which few
other States had a chance of obtaining.
Much was said of the charge at the gates,
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but that was very moderate. If the
money thus raised were extravagantly
expenided, members might have cause for
complaint; but vsitors to the gardens
were highly pleased with so good a show
at so small an expense to the State.
Two or three years would prove that the
proposed expenditure was justified.

MR. ISDELL was sorry, for the snakes'
sake, that he could not support the item.
We were faced with a big deficit; hence
all items not useful and necessary should
be struck out. on this principle ;C2,200
in the vote for literary and scientific
grants could be saved till the State was
in a better financial position. Why
make a home for snakes in a country
where people could see them by going
into the bash? Let the director turn
them out, like goslings, on the sand.

MR. A. J. WILSON supported the
item. Anyone who had seen the collec-
tion of snakes must be satisfied that a
house was needed. Owing to the faulty
construction of the python's house, a
view of that reptile was seldom obtain-
able. The snakes were scattered in
different parts of the gardens, thus in-
creasing the expense and inconvenience
6f keeping them. These and many other
animals at the Zoo were obtained at con-
siderable expense; hence it was false
economy to refuse the Acclimatisation
Committee such safeguards as would
prevent the possibility of injury to such
valuable exhibits. Members seemed to
object to this item a" a special vote.
Probably nothing would haie beFen said
of it had it been included in the main
item for the Zoo; but because the man-
agement were honest enough to make it a
special item, members were roused to fury.
When a national institution like this was
being supported from public funds, it
was far from fair that members should
complain because the money was not
being distributed in their districts. [SEV-
ERAL MamBERs: Nonsense.] One could
not form any other conclusion from the
arguments of bon. members. The snake
house was necessary for the gardens.
[MR. WALKER: No.] It might not be
necessary according to the opinion of
those who knew nothing about it, bot he
(Mr. Wilson) had confidence in the
gardens committee, comprised of gentle-
men who did the work for no gain to
themselves, and who were just as desirous

of the well-being and advancement of the
State as any member of Parliament. He
(Mr. Wilson) paid more regard to their
opinions than he did to the opinions of
many members of the House who cried
out against this item. [MR. WALKER.
This was nothing but a, smoodge to.
Hackett.] The committee had to do a.
considerable amount of work out of the
annual grant of.£8,900. [Ma. HoLmtAN:
There was X1,000 profit last year.] But
the gardens were £2,000 in debt. He
hoped members would be satisfied with
their jokes and that they would now paiss
the item.

MR. KEENAN disavowed any inten-
tion of criticising the conduct of the
director or of the committee of the
gardens. There was an attempt to drag
into the discussion some issue entirely
foreign to those who suggested that the,
item should be struck out. The amend-
ment was not moved because the gardens
were not an excellent institution or
excelleutly managed, or because the snake
house was not a good thing to carry out,
but because it was wise to stop such
extra expenditure in the present condi-
tion of our finances. No member had
shown that the finances were strong
enough to stand this exceptional expen-
diture.

Amendment put, and a division takea
with the following result;-

Ayes ... ... .. 17
Nones ..-. ... . .. 20

Majority against

Mr. Baruiett
Mr. Butcher
Mr. Collier
MYr. CuWeher
Mr. Holinai
Mr. Homo
Mr. Hudson
Mr. ldell
Mr. Keerian
Mr. MeLarty
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Seadan
Mr. Saiitb
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Walker
Mr. ware
MY. Both (Teller)

S
NOES.

Mr. Bolton
Mr. Brebber
Mr. Diancond
Mr. Ewing
Mr. Grky
Mr. Hatdw~k
Mr. Hayward
Mr. Hicks
Mr. Holmes
Mr. Layma
Mr. Male1
51r. Monger
Mr. N. J. Moore
Mr. B. F. Moors
Mr. Price
Mr. Eason
Mr. Veryard
MY. A. J. Wilson
Mr. F. Wilson
Mr. Gordon (Teller).

Amendment thus negatived.

Item-Trades Galas, £150:
MR. HOLMES askced for explanlation.
THE TREASURER: This item had

been provided in the previous year, but
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the sum of £2150 voted had not been ex-
pended. The Government thought it
fair it should he provided. again this
year.

Mn. Hon&N;: And not expended.
MR. A. J, WILSON: The onlr Trades

-Galas were held on the goldflelds, and if
the money had not been expended pre-
viously it was. fair that the people should
know what steps should be 'taken to
-obtain grants.

THE TREASURER: The only Trades
Galas were held on the goldields, and
the people there were aware-of the pro-
-vision, but no application had been wadle
for any subsidy. Any application would
be considered on its merits, but if no
vote were in existence no application
.eould be entertained.

MRt. HUDSON: It was a compliment
to the self-reliance of the goldfields that
-they had not asked for the money when
-they did not want it.

Item-Boulder Social and Athletic
-Club, £2.50:

MR. HOL2MAN:- This was a new de-
parture. Unless satisfactory grounds
-could he advanced for the retention of
the item it should be struck out.

THE TREASURER: The hon. inem-
her had frequently informed members
that he did not k-now a great many
things that. had transpired in the Cabinet
of which lie was a member. le (the
Treasurer) really believed there was a,
,gmeat deal of truth in the statement. of
the bon. member, because this provision
bad been made in fulfilment of a promise
made to a deputation that waited on the
previous Treasurer (Mr. Daglish) on the
Slist May last.

MX. HOLMA.N: The Treasurer might
have added that the matter had not been
fixed up when he (Mr. Holman) was in
the Cabinet.

Tnfi TREASURER: This sum was to
-assist in the erection of a gymnasium,
with bath-room and dress-room attached,
-ad in the proper equipment of a reading-
room at Boulder. There was; to be a
very influential and most respectable
board of management. The object was
to provide an institution where boys and
young men could get recreation and
instruction, and develop their social
.and ph 'ysical qualities. It was realised
-by the previous Treasurer that it was

a most worthy object to encourage.
So far as the funds of the Statte would
permit, if applications were made to him
he would deal with them. No excep-
tional treatment had begin meted out to
the town of Boulder.

MR. HOLJMAN: Now that an expla-
nation had been given, hie would support
the item. If we wished to bring up our
youth to take an interest in athletics and
keep them away from doing other
things, this was a means of doing it.

IThe matter had never come before the
Cabinet of which he was a member.

MR. HORAN: This appeared to be a
new function of government altogether.
In the past the object of government
was the preservation of the life and
liberty of the people of the State. Now
the Government were supposed to provide
social recreation and amusement. Would
the Government be prepared to receive
applications from other parts of the
State in this direction ?

THE TREASURER: They would be
dealt with on their merits.

Other items agreed to, and the -vote
passed.

Vote-Lihographiic, £5,195:

MR. KEENAN: What was the dis-
tiuction between Division 12 Litlio-
graphic, and Division 15 PrintingY

THE TREASURER: The lithographic
Idepartment was entirely different fromn
the printing department. The office was
in a different building, and under differ-
ent management.

MR. KEENAN : Doing the same work.
THE TREASURER: No ; litho-

graphic work was different from printing
work.

Put and passed.

Vote-London Agency, £6,425:

'AI. HORAN; What was the mneaning
of the item, "1Commissionaire, 30s. a
week "?

THs TREASURER: Comm issioriaires
in the old country were generally pension-
ers, retired army or navy men. This was
not a new appointment. This man was
employed part of last year, and pro-

i vision was made this year for aL fullIsalary. The officer was door-1beeper at
the Agent-General's office.

Put and passed.

Annual Rstinwte8: [18 DECEMBER, 1905.)
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Vote-Post Office Savings Bank,
£913,741:

Item-Computation of interest, etc.,
£2150:

MR. HORAN asked for information.
THE TREASURER: Prior to the

introduction of computing machines in
the Savings Bank it was impossible, or
next to impossible, to get the balances ats
frequently as desired. Now computing
machines had been introduced which
rendered the work of adding up huge
columns of figures comparatively easy*v;
but the computing machines entailed an
amount of overtime and the expenditure
of a small sum of money from time to
time in repairs, ribbons, etc. That was
what the item indicated. The computing
nmachiues saved the salaries of three or
four additional clerkcs.

Item -ManagerfBoulder Branch, £240:

MR. A. 3. WILSON: The manager of
the Boulder branch received a salary of
£200 and £40 goldfields allowance. This
seemed hardly enough for the manager
of an important branch in a gold-mining
centre. Perhaps the Government could
give some idea of the business trans-
acted. '[he manager at Fremantle
received £200, and whilst the position
was an important one, the work done
was not as great as that at Boulder, while
the manager at Fremantle worked in a
more congenial place.

THE TREASURER: This officer was
not remunerated in accordance with the
work done; but, unfortunately' , if one
attempted to increase* the salary of one
officer in a department, it meant increas-
ing the salaries of a great many others.
Evidently a salary of £200 was looked
upon as the proper salary for the manager
of an important branch. Two hundred
pounds was paid to the officer at Fre-
mantle, and at Boulder the officer
received £200, plus £40 goldfields allow-
ance. Re would make a note of what
had been said in this direction and see if
some improvement could be made.

'i . FOULKES: Only a few months
ago Parliament passed an Act giving
-ver the civil service to a Public Service
Commissioner, who fixed the salaries to
be paid to the various officers. Where
did the House stand i dealing with
public servants ? The Treasurer had

said that he would consider next year
whether this official should receive no
increase or not; but we had an officer-
who had solo charge of the civil service,.
who had jurisdiction over the officers,
and who had power to decide whether a,
civil servant should get an increase in
salary or not. The time had arrived
when we should realise that Parliament
had no power at all over the civil ser-
vants in deciding whether increases of
salary should be given or not. The
Public Service Commissioner had been
appointed to classify' the service; and it
did not lie with any Minister to say
whether an increase should be granted.
The Government could make recom-
mendations to the Public Service Com-
missioner, hut they had no right to
pledge the House to agree to an increase
to a civil servant.

MR. LYNCH: This point had been
raised by him last session, and he then
received at the hands of an older mem-
ber of Parliament, a severe rebuke. The
Public Service Commissioner had been
appointed to classify the civil servants of'
the State on their merits, and it was out.
of place and served no purpose for the
Committee to go through the schedule of
salaries in the fashion members were
doing. When an officer was appointed
to go through the civil service and fix The
salaries according to the demands made
on officers' exertions, it seemed a, stupid.
act on the Ipart of the Committee to
ignore this officer. No matter what the
pracetice might have been in the pist, it
seemed inexplicable to undertake to
review the salaries when a Pu blic Service
Commissioner had been given a free
hand to fix the salaries of officers
employed. It was so much waste of
time to review salaries when we gave
this man such a free head.

MR. HOR.AN: Were the Estimates
regarding these salaries amended by the
Public Service Commissioner or the
Minister himself ? It was competent for
the House to express the opinions we
held upon the recommendations of the
Public Service Commissioner, and they
could be convey- ed to him. The Public
Service Commissioner might, under cer-
tain circumstances, recommend an in-
crease of £10 or £20, and the Minister
controlling- the business might think fit
to strike the increase off. But perhaps
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he would, if the House expressed such a
wish, bring the sum back to what the
Public Service Commissioner intended it
to be.

THE TREASURER: The Public Ser-
vice Commissioner had not completed his
classification yet, so to a very large extent
many of the itemns on these Estimates were
dependent upon the Minister administer-
in~g the department. The Public Service
Commissioner would, when he had com-
pleted his classification, be responsible
for any decrease in the salaries of officers;
but it did not necessarily follow that
Iecause the Commissioner recommended
an increase or a decrease the Minister of
the department was tied hand and
foot to follow that recommendation.
The privilege still remained with the
Ministerial head to disagree with the
recommendation of the Commissioner.

Item-Clerks (Boulder branch), £240:
MR. A. J. WILSON wished to know

whether the £40 as district allowance
mneant £20 to each of the clerks referred
to.

THE TREASURER regretted he was
not able to speak confidently. He thought
the goldfields allowance was regulated to
a great extent by the salaries drawn.
What proportion of this £240 was for the
clerk at £130 and what for the clerk at
£70 he did not know.

Item--Cleaner, £24:
MR. A. J. WILSON wished to know

what class of work this cleaning was;
whether it occupied an hour a day, a day,
or a week, or what.

Tnn TREASURER thought that the
term "cleaner" was self-explanatory.

MR. A. J. WILSON: The amount in
this instance was £24, whereas the ainount
put down for cleaning in the Fremantle
branch was £86.

THE TREASURER: The cleaner in the
Boulder branch dlid other things besides
this office cleaning, and this amount was
the remuneration for the cleaning.

Item - Dlefalcations (contingencies),
£150:

AIR. ]KEENAN pointed out a discrep-
ancy in regard to the figures given.

THE TREASURER explained that in
the last column the figures should be
£350 instead of £150. No doubt it was
a clerical error.

MR. HORAN also asked for informa-
tion.

THE TREASURER: This was the first
case where an item shown as an estimated
expenditure for this year had been less
than the actual expenditure for last year.
That in itself wvas some proof of his desire
to have Estimates that would be borne
out by actual experience. He had good
reason to believe that the sum estiumt'd
would be sufficient to cover any expendi-
ture under this head.

Other items agreed to, and the vote
passed.

Vote-Printing, £87,412:

Item -Government Printer-, £525:
MRn. KEENAN: Had any estimate

been made of the actual cost of work
done at the Government Printing Office,
and compared with the cost of similar
Work in any of the ordinary printing
offices ?

THE TREASURER: From time to
time frequent estimates of cost of Certain
printing work had been obtained from the
Government Printing Office and fronm
outside firms, as a test of their idea of
what was the proper cost of the work.
He was compelled to say that almost in-
variably the quotation from the Govern-
ment Printing Office was higher, but he
believed the work was of a better class
and worth a little more money.

AIRa. A. J. WILSON: This question
of the Government Printing Office ought
to be taken in hand by the Government.
It appeared from what the Treasurer had
said that the estimates for work done
were considerably higher than would be
the case in regard to outside firms. The
revenue from work done at the Govern-
mnent Printing Office was estimated at
£40,000, but if that value was deter-
mined upon the basis of what the Gov-
erment Printer estimated the work to he
worth, then manifestly' , according to the
Treasurer's own showing, it would be
more than a fair sum. He hoped that
in the ensuing recess the Treasurer would
go thoroughl 'y and exhaustively into this
question of the Government Printing

IOffice. There was no reason why the
printing of departmental papers in the
Government Printing Office should cost
moize than it would in most of the re-
spectable firms outside. [LA. LYNCHa:
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If the cost was higher, the work was
better.) Hle thought it questionable
whether it was better work. The plant
used in the Government Printingr Office
was altogether obsolete. Either the de-
partment should be brought up to a
proper practical business basis, or wiped
out altogether.

MR. HORAN thought it his duty to
emphasise the remarks of the member
for Forrest, by making strong complaint
that a great amount of public. money was
being wasted yearly. He believed it had
been found difficult to find a Minister
who would take on the herculean task of
clearing up the Government Printing
Office; it was so interwoven with people
of social distinction and high position in
different parts of this locality. Even the
Labour Government did not tackle the
casd, neither did the Government of
which the present Agent General was
head and to which the member for
Guildford belonged. The department
appeared to be purely a spending depart-
ment. Printing stuff sent all over the
country was wasted to a, great extent.
He wrote to the Government Printer and
asked him to do him the favour of not
sending him the Government Gazette, the
Agricultural Grazette, and other useless
publications. The Government Printer
felt somewhat annoyed that he (Mr.
Horan) did not appreciate the service
he was rendering the people. Not one
out of fifty'N ever read these publications.
Much printing was done for the Govern-
ment departments. It would pay to
appoint some of the best experts obtain-
able in the Eastern States to go through
the printing office, to investigate not only
the mechanical department, but the
volume of printed matter that could pro-
fitably be issued. Altogether too much
stuff wa-s printed, and too many Han-
Bards. Possibly it would be to the
advantage of the country to drop Han sard
altogether. Members never read Han-
Bard; and he would be sorry to think
that the public wasted their time in
reading it. The declared charges for
printing various documents were incon-
gruious. Re had before him three papers.
Of the first, 400 copies printed were
marked " cost of printing, £24 5s., 6d.; "
of the next, 500 copies cost £37 4s.; Ofthe third, 850 copies cost £33 16s. 2d. in
each the number of pages was practically

the same. He understood that, such
charges were not properly appiortioned,
but that the whole of each day's expenses
was crudely divided, resultingin numerous
incongruities. The Press often stated
that the printing office was simply, as it
were, a sink of iniquity as regards its
officials. The Treasurer would do great
service if he eradicated a crowd of ap-
parently hopeless incapables now to bie
found in the office. More than one memi-
ber had occasion to ask how much the
Government Printer would charge for
reprinting their speeches delivered in the
House. The actual price quoted for re-
printing three or four pages of Hansard
exceeded by 100 per cent. the price
charged for that whole numbn er of Man-
sard, consisting of about 60 or 70
pages. One would think that three or four
pages should certainly be cheaper to
print than 60 or 70. Members desirous
of distributing copies of their speeches
found it cheaper to buy complete numbers
of Hansard, rasher than get pamphlets
reprinted -from the type used for that
publication. The Government Printig
Office called more loudly than any other
for reform, which reform should at once
be taken in hand.

Thnj TREASURER hsad for some time
been under the impression that the
printing office left scope for reform, and
before his attention was called to the
mnatter he had determined at the earliest
possible moment to have a. thorough
inquiry. As to quotations for printing,
it was well to be fair to all sides. We
must remember that the conditions of
work in the Government office were
different from those in private offices. A
private office that had to deal with the
mnass.of corrections made by the Govern-
ment Printing Office would no doubt
issue quotations probably as high as
those of the Government Printer.

Mu. HORAN: The corrections were
made by the Mansard reporters, not by
the Government Printer.

TTu TREASURER was not speaking
of Hansard. Work sent to a private
printing office was generally revised
beforehand. But of all work sent to the
Government Printing Office proofs were
submitted to the respective departments.

Some departments were greater sinners
than others; but nearly the whole of the
matter in type was then revised out of all

[ASSEAfBLY.] Printing.
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recognition. This practice considerably
increased the cost of the Government
Printing Office. However, he assured
the Committee that the office wudh
thoroughly investigated.

Item-Extra labour, £11,000:
Mi HORAN: Why this increase of

£1,500? This expenditure seemned to be
getting beyond bounds.

THE TASURER: This was aproof, I
if~ proof were needed, of his anxiety to
provide on the Estimates a sum sufficient
to cover actual expenditure. Last year
£9,500 was provided, and £13,084 spent.
Undoubtedly a careful eye must be kept
on the extra labour employed; but if it
was employed, the extra money was
earned.

Item -New nmachinery, type, etc.,
£1,690:

Ma. HORAN: The machinery at the
printing office was, he believed, altogether
obsolete. This might account for the
heavy expenditure. It would pay the
Go'&ernment to throw obsolete machinery
on the scrap-heap, and get the best
machinery at once.

Other items agreed to, and the vote
passed.

Vote - Public Service Commissioner,
£549:

MR. HOLMAN: When would the
Commissioner have the classification of
the service complt'ed P

THE TREASURER: A good many
departments were already classified; hut
the Commissioner had not yet stated
when the classification would be com-
plete. He was now hard at work, and
would complete it as soon as possible.

Put and passed.

Vote-Refunds, £2,000-agreed to.

Vote--Miscellaneous Services, £127,400:
Item- Home for friendless women,

Boulder, £100:
MR. HORAN: Why this item, seeing

that a similar sum voted last year
remained intact?

THE TREASURER: Some charitable
people in Boulder, who looked after
friendless women, requested some assist-
ance, and £91(I0 was provided last year.

Though the amount had not been
expended, he did not like to strike out
the item. It was rather gratifying that
there had been no need to expend it,

Item-Late Mining Registrar, Mount
Morgans (defalcation), X10;

MR. HORAN: Last year £130 was
provided. Who was the officer?

THE TREASURER: Cox,

Item - Perth Exhibition of Local
Manufactures, Arts, and. Products,
£3.500:

Ma. TROY: What was the intention
as to this?

THE TREASURER:- During 1906 an
exhibition of machinery and mining and
other products would be held by the
Chamber of Manufactures; and the
grant was to enable a suitable building
to be erected. This promise was made
by the late Government, and he respected
it, believing that every Ministry should
if possible respect the promises of its pre-
decessors. He believed that the exhibi-
tion would encourage local manufactures
and give a fillip to the mining industry.

Item-Perth and Glasgow Exhibitions,
grant of specimens to Geological Museum,
£1,895:

MR. HOLMAN: In former Parlia-
ments these exhibitions were frequently
mentioned, and had cost some thousands
of pounds. Was this new expenditure?

THE TREASURER: It was in the
nature of a bookkeeping entry. The
Governmwent had on hand some specimens
returned from the Paris and Glasgow
Exhibitions, and valued in the books of
the Treasury at £1,895. Instead of being
sold, the specimens were handed to the
Government Geological Museum; hence
there must be an item of expenditure to
balance the Treasury books. There was
no new purchase.

Item-Free passes for members of
Parliament over Midland Railway line,

Mn. HORAN asked. whether we were
justified in paying the Midland Railway
Company such a huge amount. Few
members travelled over the Midland
Railway; so some system might be
adopted by which the State paid the
company for each member travelling over

Annual Estimates:
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the railway, instead of paying a lump
Sul!u.

THE TREASU7RER: This was an
annmal item. Hle had noted when going
through the Estimates that it would be
advisable to go into the matter and see
whether a better arrangement could be
made, but it was too late to do so this
year.

Item-Construction of dam at Bulong,
£100:

MR. A. J. WILSON : A sum of £800
had been spent on this work last year.
How was it that another £100 appeared
on the Estimates for the work ?

THE TREASURER: The sum pro-
vided last year was not sufficient for the
work.

Item-Subsidy to Mlunicipalities on
general rates, £68 ,000:

MR. HORAN : Seeing that £272,282
was absorbed in this direction last year,
did the Treasurer think £68,000 was
sufficient this year ?

THE TREASURER: Yes. Last year
there were one or two rather peculiar
transactions. A careful watch would be
maintained to see that they were not
repeated.

Item-W.A. Court Imperial Institute,
£100:

MR. HORAN: What was to be done
with this nmoney ?

Tae TREASURER: Each Australian
State contributed so much per annum
towards the upkeep of the Australian
portion of the Imperial Institute. The
sum always appeared on the Estimates,
but it did not follow that the amount
would be expended. Last year only, £64
had been spent. We had a large mineral
and timber exhibit at the Institute, and
undoubtedly, as an advertisement, it was
worth a small expenditure.

MR. HRA: Would it not be better
to have the exhibit at the Agent-General's
office ?

Tint TREASURER did not think SO.
People constantly paid visits to the
Imperial Institute, who would not go to
the Agent-General's office.

Item-Parks, Recreation Grounds, etc.,
Grants for maintenance and i mpr-ove-
muents, £7,000:

MR. HOLMAN asked whether the
grants would be allotted on the same

principle as 1)efore. Of this itemn, £3,000
was devoted to King's Park, He did not
begrudge the expenditure on King's Park,
because it was one of the most beautiful
places in Australia; but when such a
large amount was paid in one grant it
should appear as a special item.

THE TREASURER: Various recrea-
tion grounds would be treated fairly.
There was considerable force in the
argument of the hon. member that such
a large sum should be shown separately.
Tt wouldbe ad vantageous, because theitena
of £7,000 on the Estimates encouraged
applications that would not be made were
it known that the sum available was only
£4,000.

Mis. HOLMAN: A grant bad been
made ]ast year of £100 to the Cue
Recreation Reserve. He believed the
council had got the money and spent it
in building a rotunda in the street.
Seeing that the Cue Council were not
striking a rate this year, the Treasurer
should make inquiries to see if the £100
had been spent on recreation ; and if not,
would the Treasurer see that the people
who controlled the reserve got the money
from the municipality. He (Mr. Holman)
was a trustee of th Cue Recreation
Reserve, and he did not think that thle
reserve had received the money.

Itemn-Purchase of Recreation Ground
at Canning, £250:

Mo. A. J. WILSON: Were there not
any suitable Crown lands in the vicinity
to obviate this purchase ?

MR. GORDON: The recreation ground
was not so much for the people of
Canning as for the people of Perth and
Fremantle. The roads board had taken
steps to purchase 11 acres facing the
river; and seeing there was no other
landing place between Perth and Canning
Bridge, the purchase was advisable. The
land had cost £11 an acre.

MR. HOLMAN: Was there no recrea-
tion reserve at Canning, because last
year £25 had been voted for a recreation
reserve ?

MR. GORDON: There was no recrea-
tion ground at Canning, "or any puhlic
land available. The £26 granted last
year had been used to clear the ground.

AIR. A. J. WILSON: Who were the
vendors of this land ?
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Mn. GORDON: The Treasurer would
not know, nor did he know. The land
was costing £1 I an ac re. Al 11ie knew
was that the roads board had asked him
to support the vote.

THaE TREASURER: The purchase
was not one conducted by the Govern-
ment. Therefore lie did not know the
vendors, nor did he want to know them.
The grant was handed over to the local
body.

MR. A, J. WILSON moved an amend-
ment-

That the item be reduced byX.50.

Amendment negatived.

Itemn-Fencing and Improvements to
Agric:ultural Society's Grounds, Bussel-
ton, £250:

MR. TROY: Attention had previously
been drawn by him to the number of
grants for the electorate of the Minister
for Works. Improvements bad lately
been carried out in connection with this
show ground. He could not see why
-more money was needed for the purpose.
He moved an amendment-

That the item be reduced by £250.

Amendment negatived.
MR. HOLMAN: Were there three

recreation reserves in Busselton? Last
vtar we voted £100 to the recreation
reserve, and £25 to the Sunnyside recrea-
tion ground, and now we are a~ked to
vote £250 for fencing and improving the
show ground.-

Mn. LAYMAN: Sunnyside was not
in the Sussex electorate, but 80 or 100
miiles fromt fusselton, in the Nelson
electorate.

Mn. 1HOLMAN: 'Was this stun for a
similar purpose as the grant made last
ye ar?

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Sunnvside was 80 miles from Busselton;
therefore the amount could not be for
the same purpose as the vote mnade last
.year. As to fencing the agricultural
siwietyv's ground, that was a promise
made by the late Government. it was
aL very' necessar 'y Work, which had been
carried out and the money% paid. In
regard to clearing the new cemnetery, the
old cenietervy was in a disgraceful c-on-
dition, andl, when a grave was dug, water
timet within two feet tf the surface.
The cemetery had been closed and a new

one purchased; £80 was granted for
clearing the new cemetery.

Items-Erectiou of Public Pound,
Jandakot, £10, and erection of Public
Pound, Rockingham, £20:

MR. SOAD-DAN: Was it usual to
*vote money for the erection of public
pounds?

Ta E TREASURE R:- The su mof £210
was to be voted for the erection of a

*public pound at Jandakot, and last year
£50 was voted for a public pound at
Rockiugham. A farther £20 was re-
quired to complete the work at Rocking-
ham. There w 'as no new departure iii

1connjection With these items.
* MR. SOADDAN: Was it not the duty
of local bodies to erect the pounds, and
not the Government to give grants ?~

THrE TREASURER: It was the duty,
of local bodies, but invariably they were

Iassisted by the Government.
Mn.McLARTY: The.2S0 was granted

in the first place for the erection of a
1pound at Rockingham, and the sinking
of a well, and doing other work. It was
a very moderate sum.

Item-Purchase of Site for residence
of fisheries inspector, Mandurah, £100:

MaR. A. 3. WILSON: If this money
had been expended, it was an undue
amnount for the purchase of a site for a
residence at such an outlandish place as
Mandurab. There was an abundance of
land there, and a block could have been
purchased for considerably less than
£2100 to suit the most fastidious ins pectora.
If the money had not been expended, he
would feel inclined to move that the
amount be reduced.

MR. TAYLOR: Many years ago, a.
private person gave an allotmnent, of land
to the Government at Mandurah when
there was a punt running there. This
block of land was unsuitable for the
erection of a residence for the inspector,
and. when Colonial Secretary, hie (Mr.
Taylor) recommended that at suitable
block 1)e purchased. If the money had

Inot been expended. it should have been.
Mu. McLAl{TY: There was onlyv one

*acre of Government land at 2[andurah,
Iand it was unsuitable for the erection of
*a residence. Land about Mandur-ah was
'ry~ dear. Why he did not know. He
had paid £C140 for an acre of unimproved
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land there, close to where the Inspector
of Fisheries lived.

Item - Midland Junction Friendly
Soc-iety's Hall, Purchase of Site, £2250:

Ma. HORAN asked for information.
THE TREASURER: There was no

Government land. in the town of Midland
Junction. It had been impossible for the
Govern ment of the day to give local
bodies or charitable institutions at Mid-
landi Junction the grants of land usually
given when there was land available the
property of the State. In other towns,
friendly societies had generally received a
block of land on which to erect a h-all,
Had there been Government land at
Midland Junction, the friendly societies
in that district would have received land
from the Government for this purpose.
The friendly societies desired to erect a
p)ublic hall, and hie (the Treasurer)
recommended to the late Government thbat
financial assistance should be rendered
to buy a block of land. The friendly
societies would not be able to buy a block
of land for the sum on the Estimates;
they would have to add to it. That -was a
severe handicap in itself. He was tired
of continually sayving that this or thiat
vote was promised by the late Govern-
ment; but he was glad in this case to
say so, because it happened to be in his
own district, and hie would not like it to
he thought for a mnoment that he had
taken advantage of his position to Supply
assistance to his constituents.

MR. TAYLOR: Would this grant
interfere with the friendly societies
getting their usual subsidy ?

THE TREASURER: Not on the
amiount collected.

Item--Narrogin Agricultural Ball and
Block, Purchase of, £ 1,000:

MIR. BATH asked for explanation.
THmE TREASURER: This grant was

made to the trustees of the Narrogir,
Mechanics' Institulte, and represented
the lpurchase of a block of land upJoIn
which the existing hall stood, and the
hall itself, on the condition that the
£1,000 placed at their disposal was spent
in the erection of a new hall, It was
really a business deal. The Government
got value almost to the extent of the
£1,000 supplied, and the people of Nar-

rogin with the money voted had to.
build at ne we r a nd better i nstitu te.

MR. COWOHER: The idea, of the
committee 'was that they would sell this
property to the Government, who might
sell it again, and the commnittee would
erect aL building farther back with the.
money thus obtained.

Mn. TAYLOR: Were the Govern-
ment getting a block of land and at
building ?

TH[E TREASURER: Yes.
MR. TAYLOR: Did it bring nearl~y

equal the value of this Xl,000 ? ,
MR. COWC$HER:. The Government

were getting a building and a block, and
he considered they were obtaining good
value for their money.

Subdivision - Royal Commissions of
inguiry. £266:

Item-Collie Goal Industry, £5:
MR, EWING wished to draw attention

to the enormous expenditure in connec-
tion with RoyalCommissions duringrecent.
years, and desired to congratulate the
Government upon having only £9265 on
the Estimates this year for Royal Com-
missions. If members would total up
the column standing under the heading
of Royal C'ommissions they would find
that the votes were £4,755, whilst. the
expenditure was considerably over £8,000.
Apparently these Royal Coinmissions had
not been taken advantage of. In regard
to the coal industry, the late Government
appointed Dr. Jack to investigate it, and
obtained from him a most exhaustive,
clear, and altogether splendid report.
There had never been laid upon. the
table of the House a report equal to it.
That comi ssion cost tbe country £1.500.
Dr. Jack fixed the absolute value of the
coal; yet the late Government, having
stated to the country that they intended
to abide by the decisioni of Dr. Jack,
failed to do so, and allowed the Commis-
sioner of Railways to call for tenders.
He hailed with delighit the fact that the
present Government were going to tak-e
the resp~onsibility of their actions and do
away with fRoyalCommissions, which were
largely mnade for mnembers of this House
to have seats on. That had been the
case in the past. and we wanted that sort
of thing done away with. If Royal Com-
missions were to be appointed in the
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future, let them consist of experts outside
this House. He would like to express
his gratitude to the Gjovernment of the
day for the way in which they bad treated
the coal industry' . He did not altogether
approve of the manner in which they'
distributed the contract, but that was a
subject for the consideration of the Rail-
way Department and the Government.
The member for iAIurchison had stated
that the present Government gave is. 6id.
a ton in advance of the sumn mentioned
in the tender; but the companies were
comlpelled to tender in this way, because
it was a cut-throat tender, which the
Commissioner of Railways made it neces-
sary for tbe owners to carry out in order
to prevent the companies being absolutely
annihilated, he having stated without any
hesitation whatever that the lowest tender
was going to be accepted. The present
Government had shown from the Esti-
mates that they had no desire to shirk the
responsibility Of Office. [Mnh1lua: They
had only been there a few minutes ; let
them ha~ve a chance.] If he found dur-
ing the recess that they were appointing
Royal Commissions and shirking their
responsibility, he would consider whether
it was not *better to have some other
gentlemen on the Treasury benches. If
thme late Government had taken notice of
report to which he had referred, they
would have saved hundireds of pounds toi
the coal industry, anid averted a great
deal of trouble. [ B OLTON : And
have removed the lioo. member's opposi-
tion.] He thought that remark most
unfair. It was his duty to took af ter the
inter-ests of his district and especially' the
Collie coal industry; and lie did not see
anty less parochial spirit in connection
with other districts.

MR. BATH: Members expected the
member for Collie t,. advocate the claims
of his district, but in speaking of Royal
Commissions and the amount placed on
the Estimates hie should be accurate in
his statement. He (Mr. Bath) was not
pr-esent to defend Roy' al Commissions nor
the appointing of them. He was opposed
to the appointing of Royal Commissions
because it Was infinitely better for the
House or for the M1inisters to take their
responsibilit Iy. He wished to pioinit
oat that although the lion. mnember
g ave this Government credit for not
pilacing suoms of money on the Esti-

mates for Royal Commissions, in the list
we had here there were hialf-a-dozen
that were appointed 1)' the Govern-
ment of which some lion. gentlemen on
that (Government) bench were members.
The other Royal Commissions in question
were appointed to deal with the immnigra-
tion of non-British labour, the ventilation
and sanitation of mines, the civil service,
the forestry, the Perth ice Company
frauds, and Railway- s and Customs.
Sonie of the items in respect of these
commissions, totalled up by the lion.
member as amounts spent by the Labour
Government, wvere amounts owing on
account of commissions appointed by
previous Governments of which the pre-
sent Ministers were members. The lion.
member should have been accurate. He
complained that members had not read
the reports of commissions If lion.
members read such reports as he read
these items, it wvould be better for them
to leave the reports alone. He (Mr.
Bath) had read a number of the com-
missions' reports, and had read the report
of the commission on Collie coal; and the
allocation of the last contract for the
supply of coal to the Railway Department
was based on the respective values sup-
plied by that commission. As to the pro-
sent proposals, it did not appear that the
recommendations of Dr. Jack had greatly
influenced the proposals subnmitted to-
night by time Minister for Mines.

MR. EWING: Very considerably.

ofMn. DIAMoND: The condermnation
ofRoyall Commissions by the member for

Collie was very ill-considered, and too
indiscriminate. The House had not
beard the last of the Royal Commission
on Ocean Freights; and during the next
session he (Mr. Diamond) would move
that its report be adopted. The work of
that commission, for the appointmaent Of
which he 'was responsible, had] already
saved, in State freights alone, at least ten
times the cost of the commission ; and the
aimiunt it had saved private traders was
much larger. Soon after the app)oint-
mnent of the original select committee on
ocean freights, the shipping ring reduced
the f reights paid by the Government, and
these were i-educed still farther after the
appointment oif the Royal C-munission.
He defied contradiction ot this state-
mt'nt. Freights to private shippers were
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also reduced; but neither these iior State
freights were reduced sufficiently.

MR. HIOLMAN: The member for
Collie hold that the Labour Government
shirked its responsibility for settling the
Collie coal question. That was untrue.
Last June twelve months, the James
Government, when the Collie coal con-
tracts expired, called for tenders ; and
the Collie-Cardiff and Collie Proprietary
companies put in a joint tender, at 12s.
9d. per ton for coal of a certain calorific
value, and Ils. 6d. per ton for inferior
coal. With that question the James
Government refused to deal ; but the
Labour Government, of which he (Mr.
Holman) was a member, dealt with the
tenders and appointed a commnission,
which w~ould save the State £10,000 a
Year. lie was not a member of the
Government when the tenders were
called. The hon. member insinuated
that the Daglish Government had not
read the commission's report. He (Mr.
Holman) bad followed the evidence more
closely than the hon. member, and told
him before the report was published that
the outside value of the coal to Western
Australia was not more than 9s. per ton;
whereas till the commission's report was
received, uls, was paid. The present
Government was not fairly treating the
industry by paying Is. 3d. or Is. 6d.
above the contract price without making
stipulations as to rates of wages and con-
ditions of work. The hon. member knew
that his charges against the Labour
Government of attempting to annihilate
the industry were baseless, and that b 'y
the appointment of the Roy' al Com-
mission the Labour Ministry settled the
question. While he (Mr. Holmian) was
Minister for Railways and dealt fully
with the matter, it was stated that the
Ci mmissioner of Railways dominated the
211 inister.

THE CHAIRMAN: What hald this to
do with the Estimates?-

THE MINISTER FOR MINES: Tihis dis-
cussion should be concluded on the Rail-
way Estimates.

MR. HOLMAN: An attack had been
made uplon him,

MR. EWfNG: NO.
MR. HOLIAN: 'Ihe hon. member

had stated that the Labour Ministers had
not read] the report of the coal commis-
siorn, which was so much waste paper.

On the Railway Estimates the matter
would be more fully dealt with.

itein-TimberlIndustry (Board),£X250:
M R. A. J. WILSON : Were it not for

the payment of fees to this board, prob-
ably its report would now be before us.
Would the Treasurer see that the report
was presented as soon as possibleP for it
was of considerable importance to one of
the most important of our primary'
industries, not even second to the Collie
coal industry, and to the State generally.

IThe board was stated to have held 26
meetings, and to have taken practically
no evidence. Had the members done
legitimate work, and had it not been for
their fees- £3 3s. per sitting to the
chairman and £2 2s. a day each to the
two other members-the report would
now be available.

THE TREASURER would endeavour
to see that the report was laid on the
table.

MR. SCADDAN: Were the members
of the board, or any of them, civil
servantsP And if so, did they in addition
to their fees draw their ordinary salaries?
Apparently the hoard was only a sort of
royal commission ;and the true cost
of the inquiry' was not shown on the
Estimates.

THE TREASURER: Not one of thle
three members of the board was in thle
public service.

Item-Royal Commission on the Ven-
tilation and Sanitation of Mines, £5:;

MR. HORAN: The Minister for Mines
and other Government members had
complained of the alleged heavy expendi-
ture by the flaglish Government on
Royal Commissions; but the most expen-

Isive and most worthless commission had
originated with the Tames Government.
The recommendations of that commnis-
sion should have been accepted by the
Government and embodied in a Mines
Regulation Bill, introduced this ses-

*sion. Presumably the report had been
*pigeon-holed for use in the distant future.
In justice to himself and to the member
for South Fremsantle, lie desired to
explain that the Government had bene-
fited more than ten times the amiounat of
£692 shown as expended on this com-
mission. Of this X692, the printing of
450 copies of the report had cost £214,
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and the balance had been distributed
among shorthand writers, witnesses, and
members of the commission; but the
members of the commission were certainly
the smallest participants in anything
distributed. If the Treasurer referred to
the report of the commission he would
see his way clear to make reductions in
the expense of the London Agency.
Public men generally and commercial
men had individually and through their
rolpreeutativef, conveyed to the commis-
sion their appreciation of the services
rendered to the conmmity by the com-
mission.

Subdivision-Sundry Grants and Ser-
vices, £36,676:

Ttern-Fire Brigades Board and Fire
Brigades, contribution and subsidy,
£91,500:

MR. HOLNAN regretted that legisla-
tion had not been brought forward to
deal with fire brigades. He hoped it
would be done next session. The insu-
rauce companies paid very little towards
the upkeep of brigades, and their contri-
butions were limited to Perth. The
present system was that fire brigades
made collections and received from the
Government ai pound for pound subsidy;
but the Treasury would not give subsi-
dies on grants wade to brigades by
municipal councils, so that last year
only It brigades had received Govern-
nient grants. This system should not
be pursued this year. Out of the
money voted last year, £687 bad gone to
the Perth brigade, and this year £1,000
would go in the same direction, seeing
that the Fremantle brigade had come
under the Perth hoard. Fire brigades
were maintained at a high standard of
discipline. In the event of any trouble
in Western Australia, a large body of
firemen would he available to give any
assistance required. Biigades had not
been sufficiently encouraged in the past.
They might be assisted in the case of any
brigade wishing to visit other Stae
where competitions were held, because
there they would learn what wae done in
other places, and on their return could
school the local brigades.

THE TREASURER: Legislati-n in
regard to fire brigades generally was not
satisfactory. He would endeavour to
deal with the matter as early as possible

next session. He bad already received
about 500 suggestions for matters. to be
dealt with at the earliest possible moment.

Afi. TAYLOR:. On) what basis was it
intended to distribute this vote?

THE TREASURER: On subscriptions
raised, as in previous years.

MR. TRoy. How much of this money
went to the Perth brigade?

THE TREASURER: Last year it was
£687.

Mut. SOADDAN recommended the
establishment of a Country Fire Brigades
Board, as was the ease in Victoria, where
the country fire brigades were in a high
state of effciency. In outlying distric ts
in this State the insurance companies
would not issue policies; and it was
necessary in that case that the Govern-
ment should give increased assistance te
the fire brigades, because where a brigade
was not maintained ina, state of efficiency,
if a working man lost his home through
a fire it was an absolute loss to him.
The Government should seize the oppor-
tunity next session to amend the Ffre
Brigades Act.I

Item-Cost of production of Gover-n-
ment Gazette, £2,300:

M1R. HO'RAN: There was nothing to
show that the cost of producing the
Government Gazette would not be £2,67-5,
as was spentlast year, or mnore. Throughout
the country he had noticed many copies
of the Governiment Gazette lyiig unopened.
He believed money could be saved in
cutting off a. couple of thousand of the
copies of the Government Gazette, issued
throughout the State. He moved an
anunet-

That the item be reduced by £300.

Amendment negatived.

Item - Givalia Hotel ; maintenance,
£5,000:

Alit. LA.YMAN sought information.
He understood that the hotel bare~ly p~aid
working expenses, without allowing any-
thing for interest and sinking fund.
After a fair trial, the State hotel had
been found wanting. Knowing that
certain pr vate individuals had offered

Iseveral thousand pounds for the ingoing
with a high weekly rental, he thought it
time we did away with the State hotel.

Mt. H-ORAN referred to the recent,
appointment by the late Government of
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a manager for the hotel. He had it on
almost the best of evidence that there
were other reasons actuating the appoint-
ment than qualifications possessed- by
the person who secured Lhe appoiitmient.

THE MINISTER FOR MINqES: The
manager was doing, very good work.

MR. HORAN: Probably; and the
previous manager had done very good
work. He was now taking a tour round
the world.

MR. TAYLOR: That was unfair.
Mn. HORAN knew members of Par-

liament who, prior to the appointment of
this manager, had been offered by per-
sons a thousand pounds to nothing that
they (the persons) would not get the ap-
pointment. Under these circumnstances
he would like to be satisfied as to whether
the method of conducting the hotel was
in the interests of the State itself, and
that there were no opportunities of leak--
age. An exam inati on of the balance-sheet.
would satisfy anyone that the whole thing
was a hoax and a failure.

Mn. D] AMOND: Two years. ago he
went into the question of the manage-
ment of this hotel, and he never caine
across a. more rotten state of affairs in
his life. The amount of money set down
as being received for liquor was totally
inadequate. There was 'no provision
made for rent or interest on the money
expended, or for a reduction of the c-ost
of the furniture in wear and tear. Thie
balance-sheet showed a small profit, but
without any of these allowances being
made. The hotel should have showed a
big profit, and should be showing a big
profit now. The memnber for Yilgarn
had said something about offers being
made for this hotel. Some time ago lie
was authorised by a man in the trade in
Western Australia to make an offer to
the Government of £1,000 for theingoing,
and the furniture and stock at a valua-
tion, arid £]12 rent for this hotel. That
showed how rotten was the lpreseint sta~te
of affairs, and lie would be glad to hear

4fa chiange. If not, the reign of State
hotels in Western Australia should comne
to an end. The Treasurer expected to
receive mnore revenue this vear from this
hotel, but fromn the experience of past
years lie (Mr. Diamond) had his doubt
whether the revenue would be received.

31K. LYNG'f protested against the
remarks of the memnber for Yilgarn,

especialIly with regard to the late manager.
No aspersion could be cast on the
manager, who was an upright citizen.
There could be no suspicion attached to
the fact that the man went away for a
trip. As far as this particular enter-
prise was concerned, it was one of dhe
cheering hopes of the back country to
get into the Gwalia hotel and partake of
ref resh ment. There was nothing in
Perth or between Perth and this hotel
where refreshments could be served a.t
the price. The hotel was conducted on
admirable lines; there was no drinking
after 11 o'clock at night, or on Sunday.
When the State had a hotel conducted
on proper lines it was impossible to
expect as mnuch profit as from. somne
shanties. The hotel was serving its
purpose so far as the requirements of the
residents of the locality were concerned;
and it had done away with many of the
grog shanties which infested the place.
The stimulants provided were of the
purest; and that fact shoul d not be lost
sight of when considering the extension
of the system of State hotel s. Members
should not only consider the question of
.£ s. d, The system of State hotels
should be extended wherever possible.

MR. TAYLOR took a, g-reat interest in
the establishment of this hotel. The
menmher for Yilgarn should have been.
more accurate in the statements, made
about the late manager. The inference
was that the manager had secured suffi-
cient funds to take a two years' trip
around the globe. The late maniager
and the present mianager were both

Ihonourable, straightforward, and upright
men, havin2r had long business con nec-
tion with Western Australia as proprietors
of hotels. He protested agatinst the
innuendoes thrust at these men. it was
unfair for miembers to compare the State
hotel with private hotels. At the State

1oe dhe best brands of liquor were
supplied, and people travelling in the
interior were surprised at the manner
in wvhich they were treated at the Gwahia
hotel. This hotel dlosed at 11 o'clock
every Saturday night, and remained

closedfrom S tynight until Monday
morning. If the State hotel wvere run on
similar lines to private hotels, there would
be a, handsome dividend re-tu rned ; but the
intention of the promoiers was to sup-
ply the public with the best unadultern ted

[ASSEAM-BLY.1 State Hotel,
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iquor. The company owning the Gwalia
mine advocated a State hotel being erected
at Lancefield, where they had another
gold mine, as they stated a State hotel
was the greatest safeguard in the country,.
If the Licensing Act was enforced by the
Government; rigidly' , there would be no
difficulties about Sunday trading or the
other troubles that cropped up in con-
nection with hotels.

Mn. TROY: The system of State
hotels should be extended, for he under-
stood the Gwalia hotel gave the fullest
satisfaction. The member for Yilgarn
and others should visit this hotel and see
that it was a success, not only from a
business standpoint, but from a moral
standpoint. It was the duty of the Gov-
erment to look after the health of the
people, and in places like Gwalia where
grog shanties existed before the State
hotel was erected. great good had been
effected. Previously the health of the
people was being undermined in conse-
quence of the bad liquor sold to them.
At Lancefleld, the people desired a State
hotel. Those who knew the workings of
the Owalia hotel were in favour of State
ho tels being erected.

M1R. LAYMAN cast no reflection
whatever on either the late or the present
manager of this hotel, but the fact
remained that the establishment was not
paving as he maintained it should do.
[Mn. BOLTON: Neither was the Zoo, nor
the Per-th Public Library.] The hotel
should be made to pay or be let to some-
body else.

MR. WALKER protested against what
hie considered an err-oneous principle, that
being a State mnonopoly of the greatest
curse of the twentiethi century. The
Government might supply good grog, but
it was poison, call it what one liked.
Whilst we were obliged to recognise the
evil, and -ecognise it as existing through
the habits obtaining amongst individuals,
the State should not be a party to it.

[Mn. ao: Why not abolish hotels
altogether?]j That was a reasonable
proposition, and if the hon. member
would undertake that kind of reform he
would be with him ;but lie protested
against this kind of temperance reforiu.
What were we doing, but giving this
drink business the seal and stamp of
morality and .-.spectability by proprietor-
ship of the Govern ment ? [Interjection.]

State lotteries were not to be compared
with this. A man mighit speculate his
3.-[MxR. BOLTON: And his all]-and
his all if one liked, but still have his
brains and character. The gambling
instinct was common to humanity.
Alcohol was a poison. The State knew
it, science knew it, and every medical
authority told us that as a beverage it
was a poison ; and for the State to sell
poison to its own citizens was a curse.
He was in favour of prohibition. Whilst
we could not have prohibition let there
be regulation of the traffic, 1)ut let us not
have State authority for indulgence.
[THE PREMIER: What did the hon.
member wish to do with this vote ?]
He would like to have it eliminated, and
the whole hotel done away with. He
would like the Government to resolve
henceforth never to undertake a business
of this kind. It was a beautiful position
for the State to take, that of landlord,
that of grog seller.

Item-Incidental Expenses, £10,000:
MR. A. J. WILSON asked the Treas-

urer whether he could not provide a sunk
to let the Inspector of the Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals have a
free railway pass. That officer had to
make trips into the country to see that
the objects for which the society existed
were carried out.

Item-Steaniercontract service between
Fremantle and Geraldton, £C5,806:

MR. B3OLTON thought that if mem-
bers only knew the tub now engaged on
this service, they would emphatically pro-
test against the continuation of such an
abortion. The contract had not expired,
and he supposed it must go its f ull term;
but were the Government not able to
make some payment for a decent craft to
run between Fremantle and Geraldton ?
How long had this contract to run,
because the complaints about the cele-
brated Julia Percy were ver 'y emphatic?
The Julio Percy could be boughlt for less
than was paid annually to run this ser-
vice.

THE TREASURER believed that the
contract expired next July. At the time
the Julia Percy came into the service she
was looked upon as a good boat; at boat
that had been running on other services
even mnore important, if p)ossible, than
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that between Fremnantle and Geraldton.
The contract having been made must be
adhered to, but he dlid not suppose there
was any idea of renewing it.

M R. BATH E: Whatever might be said
with regard to the Julia Percy running
between Fremantle and Geraldton, it had
at least one good effect, that being to
reduce the freight-[Ma. BOLTON: Hear,
hear]-of the associated shipping ring
between Frenmantle and Geraldton, which
used to be 15s., but had been reduced to
7s. 63d. The charge per ton from Gerald-
ton to Carnarvon was, he believed, 30s.,
which showed the advantage of a boat of
this description plying between coastal
places.

MR. BUTCHER: Had an arrange.
ment been entered into to run the boat
between Fremantle and Sharks Bay,
including Geraldton, Soule good might
have ben effected in reducing freights as
far as Carnarvon. We all knew why the
Julia Percy was subsidised to run
between Fremantle and Geraldton. It
was done by a former Government with
the object of hampering the Midland
Railway Company. He was sorry to find
that the p)resent Government had followed
that Government in regard to this boat,
and could not see their way to make some
alteration to extend the service to Sharks
Bay. That would have. had the effect of
doing a considerable amount of good to
the industry in Sharks Bay, and have
given a service, which they had not at
present. He hoped that when this con-
tract expired, the Government would see
their way not to abolish the Subsidy
altogether, but to make some alteration
which would enable that boat, or some
other, to go to Carnarvon. A larger boat
was not wanted. A small boat would
meet the requirements of the district, and
would do an immense amnount of good to
the trade between CarnarYon and Fre-
mantle.

Other items agreed to, and the vote
passed.

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE (Hon. C.
H. Rason, Minister).

Vote-Crown Law Offices, £6,376:

Item-Clerks, £1,605:
MR. BATH: Why the increase

£C210 ?
of 

I

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE:
There was anl additional clerk.

Other items agreed to, and the vote
passed.

Vote-Land Titles, £10,509-agreed to.

Vote-Stipendiary Magist racy, £28,738:
MR. A. J. WILSON drew attention to

the dearth of magistrates. In Perth
honorary j ustices should be abolished, and
sufficient Stipendiary magistrates ap-
pointed to conduct the whole of the
buisiness of the courts. Frequently the
clerk of the court bad to make a roster
of honorary justices before the buisiness
could proceed; yet the number of stipen-
diaries had been reduced from 18 to 17.

Other items agreed to, and the vote
passed.

Vote-Supreme Coutrt, £1 7,540:

Item-Night Watchman, Caretaker,
and Cleaners, £600:

MR. A. J. WILSON: This item had
been curtailed by £56. Tie caretaker of
the Supreme Court received some 7s. per
day, worked long hours, had great official
responsibility, and a large family. His
wages were inadequate. The Treasurer
should inquire.

Item-Sheiff, £650:
MRs. WALKER: This officer, though a

capable 'nan, had served his clay, however
well or badlyv he had served the State.
He was not only Sheriff but Comptroller
General of Prisons-, receiving for that
office an additional £260 a Year. He
was also Chief Electoral Officer, though
as such apparently he did not receive a
salary. Altogether, he received £800 a
year. On more than one occasion inem-
bers had experience of his autocratic
demeanour as sheriff, and he had been
guilty of conduct derogatory to the dig-
nitv of a high officer of State. De-
spite his exceedingly high salary, lie
never performed the really important
duty devolving upon him as sheriff-
that of executing criminals condemned to
death, This might do credit to his
hmunity, sensibility, and fine nature;
but if he had that tine nature, hie should
not retain the position of Sheriff. The
man wvho performed the duty should
receive the pay ; but it was stated that
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the present sheriff had never attended
even one execution, though it was as exe-
cutioners that sheriffs were originally
appointed. The duty which chiefly dis-
tinguished the man as sheriff was always
shirked by hint. Would the State tol-
erate this in any other officer? What
particular hold had this gentleman onu
various Governments and other ipeople in
authority, so that he could practically
defyv the ruling authority, override Cabi-
nets and Executive Councils, and still
tcontinue in) office? As hie shirked his
duties as sheriff, and otherwise made his
office objetionable and injurious, he (M_%r,
Walker) moved -

That the iten be reduced by £2200.

Mn. A, J. WT1sSON:. While symlpL-
thising in some degree with the amend-
nient, hie believed that tht: purlpose of the
mover would be secured by a smaller
r-d uction. He (N r. Wilson) was unable
to discover that the services performned by
this officer were adequate to his remiu-
nieration. Some duties for which he was
responsible were performed in a fashion
far from creditable either to him or to
anybody ekse. To this we were quite
justiflid in drawing attention; and if the
officer neglected the duties be was suip-
posed to perform, we had a right to call
the attention of the Government to the
fact, and a righlt to see that the- Govern-
ment did its duty. The Government
should exercise firmness in seeing that
this officer, so highly paid, ga ,ve an1
adequate return for his remuneration.

XR. HORAII, while not approving of
the extent of the reduction p~ropotsed,
supported the remarks of the member for
Kanowna, (Mr. Walker), by way, of pro-
test against the actions and the attitude
of this officer, whose conduc t in various
capacities had been the subject of consider-
able criticism. He (Air. Horan) had inter-
viewed Premiers and other Ministers, and
had always been received with civility; but
this officer had neither that knowledge of
his duties, nor that degree of civilityV,
which was to be expected of a man in his
position. The Premier should place on
record, and convey to the sheriff, the
opinions expressed in this Committee, so
that the officer might show some courtesy
to lion. members who bad occasion to
call onr him with reference to duties
which the sheriff alone could perform.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

... ~ ~ *-. . 1]
... .. ... 2$

Majority against .. 14
AYES. I Nor,$.

Mr. Bolton Mr. Barnett
Mr. Collier Mr. Bath
31r. Mhanun Mr. Brother
Mr. Heran Mr. BM-
Mr. Hudson Mr. Buetcher
'Ar. Scoddan Mr. Coweher
Mr. Taylor Mr. Diamond
Mr. Walker Mr. Ewing
Mr. Were Mr. Gregory
Sir. A, J, Wileofi Mr. Mlardwack
Mr. Troy (Triter). Mr. Hlicks

Mr, Holmues
Mr. Isdell
M r. Kee tail
Mr. Laymen.
Mr. Male
Mr. Mitchell
Mr. Moxiger
Xr. N. 3. Moore
Mri Price
Mr. Rason
Mr. Smith
Mr. Vervard
Mir. F, Wilson
Mr. Gordon (Teller).

Amendment thus negatived.
M R. H. Bnowx, apologised for taking

patrtin te division. It had unfortunately
escaped his iniory that hie bad paired
with the member for 'Mount teonora
(Mr. Lynch).

Item-Circuit Courts, Contingencies,
X1,000:

Mn. TROY: The necessity for estab-
lishing a Circuit Court on the Murchison
Goldfield had beretk often referred to.
He hoped the Premier would establish
the court as soon as possible, because
great inconveniprnce and expense were
occasioned to litigants who had to travel
to Perth from the Murchison to get
justice.

MR. SCADDAN: On almost every
contingency vote we found provision for
travelling expenses. There were several
departments where officers. in receipt of
high salaries, who probably went out of
Perth once a year, were supplied with
all-round railway passes, used for their
private interests.

Item--Law Books, £200:

MR. HORAN pointed out that there
was a similar item under Crown Law
Offices.

THE MINISTER:. One item was to
provide. books for the use of bamrsters
and Judges, and the other for providing
law book-s for the Crown law officers.

Annual Estimates . [18 DECE31BER, 1905.]
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Other items agreed to, and the vote
passed&

Vote-Trade ilfarks, £700:

MR. KEENAN : Now that the Com-
monwealthi had taken over patents and
in a large measure trade marks, would
it not be advisable to have thbis depart-
mient ailaiaated with, say, the Regis-
trar General's DepartmentP The amount
of work done here in trade marks wa
very little, and what the registrar did for
the £400 was beyond comprehension.

THAn INISTER would see what could
be done in the mnatter.

Vote passed.
This completed the votes for the

department.
On motion by the MINISTER, progress

reported and leave given to sit againl.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at ten minutes

past I1I o'clock, until the next afternoon.

Tutesday, 19th December, 190-5.

PAar
Standing Orders suspended to expedite Bills _. r,06
Bills: Third reading (2) ..................... 606

First reading (4)........................506
Bills of Sale Act Amendment, 2a., etc. . 606
Secret Commsisioss, 2s., etc.................608
Agricultaral. Bank Act Amendment, 2R., etc._. Gi1
Health Act Ameandment (Mr. Brimage), 2s.

mnoved, procedure irregular, order dis-
charged .................. 612

Stamp Act Amendment, 2s. moved...........813

THEp PRESIDENT took lihe Chair at

4-30 o'clock p.m.

PRAYERS.

PAPER PRESENTED.
By the COLONIAL SECRETA-RY: By-

laws of Eayswater Road Board.

STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION.
THrECOLO NIAF. SECRETARY (Hon.

W. KingsInill) :. Members would no
doubt be aware through the Press that
an understanding had -been come to in
another place to terminate the session t
the end of this week; and in order to

ifacilitate b~usiness, hie proposed to ashz
leave to move for the suspension of
Standing Orders. It was usual at this
time of the year to do so to enable Bills
to pass thronch their stagtes in one day,
and to enable messages from another
place to be considered on the day re-
ceived. Ile asked for leave to move
th e suspen sio n of tile Stand in g Orders.

How.z R. F. SHOLL: Would time be
given to consider any implortant mneasure
that came down to the House Y

COLONIAL SECRETARY: Undoubtedly.
Question passed, leave given.
Onl Motion by the COLONIAL SECRE-

TARY, resolved-
That in order to expedite butsiness, the

Standing Orders relating to the passage of
public Bills and the consideration of Messages
from the Legislative Assembly be suspended.
during the remainder of the Session.

BILLS (2)-THIRD 'READING.
Roads and Street Closure, returned to

the Legislative Assenmbly with amend-
ments.

flankinge Companies Act Amendment,
transmitted to the Legislative Assembly.

BILLS (4)-FIRST READING:-.
Received from the Legislative Assem-

bly, and read a first timie-(i) Land
Act Amendment. (2) Permanent Re-
serves Rededic-ation (No. 2) Bill. (3)
Stamup Act Amendment. (4) Agricul-
tural Ranuk Act Amendment.

BILL-BILLS OF SALE ACT AMEND-
AIENT.

SECONfl READING.

HoN. IX. L. MOSS (Honorary Mini-
stpar) in moving the second reading said:
The explanation of this small Bill will be
somewhat technical in character, but I
am certain that Dr. Hackett, "Mr. S. J.
Hajrnes, and Mr. F. if. Stonle will be able
to follow what I a"'i driving at. Prior
to the coming into operation of the Bills
of Sale Act o f 1889, whbich is the Statute
now regulating the important legal docii-
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